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About the Authors and the Book

CONTENTS

Washingtonians come from everywhere. All 50 states. Countries from around the 
world. Some of us were even born here. No matter where we are from, we have to 
share our city.  We have to get along.

For this book we invited some of our youngest citizens — preschoolers,  
kindergarteners, and first- and second-graders from DC Bilingual Public Charter 
School, Sacred Heart School, Seaton Elementary School (DCPS), E. W. Stokes Public 
Charter School, Sunshine Early Learning Center, J.O. Wilson Elementary School (DCPS), 
and Van Ness Elementary School (DCPS) — to look closely at the places and people 
in our city and tell us what they think. We asked them to share their ideas in order to 
help other children (and adults) learn about what is important and interesting about 
DC. We asked their teachers to help students research the city and discuss their ideas 
with classmates and children from the other schools. Each teacher then followed 
students’ interests in a months-long exploration about DC.

The children and teachers worked closely with cultural institution partners 
from across the city — DC Public Library, Imagination Stage, National Air and  
Space Museum, National Building Museum, and National Gallery of Art — to  
deepen their understandings and to share their discoveries.

The result is this book, with chapters that provide a set of descriptions, theories, and 
stories that are thoughtful, informative, and sometimes surprising. In this book you 
will learn a lot about our city and its inhabitants. It includes guides to local parks, 
steps for solving conflicts, a missing-tree mystery, and so much more!

This book is a valuable representation of the capabilities of our youngest citizens  
who are too often seen as merely “cute” kids who just play.  The capacities of young 
children to notice and make meaning of the world sing throughout this book. 

As you encounter this collection of stories, please keep in mind the  
following questions:

How does your thinking about children and childhood shift?
How might your own connection to our city change as a result of these stories?

Enjoy!

Jere Lorenzen-Strait & Margaret Ricks, Co-Leaders of Children Are Citizens 
Jim Reese , Director, The Professional Development Collaborative  
at Washington International School

P.S. Please share your thoughts, questions, or appreciations of Washington, DC,  
or this book on Twitter using #PZCAC.   

INTRODUCTION



EXPLORING PARKS

A Guidebook to Lincoln Park
J.O. Wilson Elementary School (DCPS), 
PreK3

A Guidebook to Canal Park
Van Ness Elementary School (DCPS), 
PreK4
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It feels good to be outside! There is a special National Park in 
Washington, DC, called Lincoln Park.  A National Park means that 

everyone can play in it. It has two playgrounds and two statues.  One 
of the statues is Abraham Lincoln. That’s how the park got its name. 

At Lincoln Park you can make new friends and have playdates or 
soccer practice. There are lots of dogs at the park. They play too. 

There is a forest and we can use our imagination. The playgrounds 
have the best slides! They are curvy and go really, really fast.  

A Guidebook to 

By: 

Lincoln Park is a very special place for the children in the Statues classroom.  This 
Guidebook to Lincoln Park was written by children for children and their families.  

For Children! 

PreK3, J.O. Wilson Elementary School 
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Lincoln Park is easy to get to!  

Walk 

Lincoln Park is our neighborhood park.  

Lost and Found: There is no lost 
and found area. However, if you find 
something that doesn’t belong to 
you, you can put it on the fence and 
maybe the owner will find it.  

Useful Information: 

Bathroom: There is no bathroom!   
Don’t forget to use the bathroom 
before you leave for the park.  Here 
is a sign to remind you to go to the 
bathroom before you go to the 
park.  

Picnic: If the weather is lovely, 
you and your family can have a 
picnic or relax against a tree. But 
if it is rainy, then the ground is too 
muddy for a picnic.   

Compost/Recycling: If you are 
going to eat fruit or veg or drink from 
a plastic bottle then please take it 
home with you so you can put it in 
the right bin.  

Scanned by CamScanner

Scanned by CamScanner Ride in a solar 
powered stroller 

Bike Bus 

	

	

What to see at Lincoln Park: 

Scanned by Cam
Scanner

Look Up! 
Scanned by CamScanner

Look Around! 

Look Down! 

Scanned by CamScanner

If you look around you might see the Lincoln Park Forest 
or dogs playing, or a stroller, or someone pretending to be 
a princess. If you are lucky you can see a crane or a 
rainbow bug. Around Lincoln Park are rowhouses. You will 
see lots of children and families playing in the park.  

If you look up you might 
see a bluebird, or a nest 
and maybe even a 
rainbow!  

If you look down you 
might see tree 
stumps, or ants on 
your picnic blanket.   
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Safety Tips 

Scanned by CamScanner

Scanned by CamScanner

How to Cross the Street: 

How to Pet a Dog: 
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Scanned by CamScanner

Scanned by CamScanner

Scanned by CamScanner

Stay on the sidewalk. When you come to a street you STOP! Hold an adult’s 
hand, look both ways, say “All Clear!” and walk across the street. Always 
walk in the zebra crossing with your hand in the air so cars can see you.  

While you are with your grown up and you see a cute dog, first ask the 
owner,  “Can I pet your dog?” Then put your hand out for the dog to smell it, 
then pet the dog gently and say, “I love you!”  

Scanned by CamScanner

	

	

Itinerary Itinerary… What will you see? 
For a Short Time: 

For a Longer Time: 

For the Whole Afternoon: 

Climb	the	ladder,	slide	down	the	slide,	pretend	to	be	a	princess,	practice	
yoga	on	the	grass,	or	pet	the	dogs	

Have	a	picnic	with	pizza	and	ice	cream,	look	for	treasures	along	the	
way,	go	for	a	walk…or	go	jogging,	try	and	climb	trees	

Play	and	play	and	play	and	play,	use	keys	to	open	and	close	gates,	roar	
like	a	lion,	take	an	afternoon	nap	and	have	a	good	dream,	read	books	
and	make	new	friends.		
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It all started one sunny afternoon when we woke up early 
from rest to interview Chief Judge Garland. He told us that he 
LOVES	  National Parks. His family often takes adventures 

We wanted to know more, so we asked 2 National 
Park Rangers lots of questions. Ranger Jessica 
taught us that National 
Parks are places to 
learn. Ranger Henry 
keeps us safe when 
we visit National 
Parks. Park Rangers 
wear really cool hats! 

Washington, DC, has many National Parks, but we decided to focus our 
research on one, Lincoln Park. We did some field research. We took small group 
field trips with Ms. Ardalan to visit our park.   

There were so many trees! We didn’t know what type of trees there were so we 
asked Ms. Lauren and Ms. Jessica from Casey Trees to help us identify them.  
Ms. Ardalan’s friend, Ms. Susan, wrote a guidebook!  She gave us pointers as to 
what we needed in ours. Ms. Melissa, an actor from Wolf Trap, also came to 
lead us in a dramatization of our Guidebook.  

Our Research!

What’s your National Park story?  We would like to see pictures or read stories 
about your local National Park. Send us an email at JOWilsonStatues@gmail.com. 
Enjoy being outside and have fun!  

and explores different National Parks. We wondered what 
adventures we would have in a National Park? 

 

  

About the Authors, Illustrators and Researchers:  

We love to be outside!  When we are not writing, illustrating or researching we like to spend our time 
outside.   Here’s what we like to do when we get outside: 

Daona- I like to play 
at the playground at 
Lincoln Park. 

Naimah- I like to 
play princesses 
outside.  

Betty- I like to 
pick bluebells 
and have 
picnics.   

Zoey- I saw a 
rock. I picked it 
up and put it in 
my house.  

James- We 
found Abraham 
Lincoln Statue! 

Ms. Ardalan- I 
like to go on long 
walks around our 
city. 

Patrick- Play 
down the slides 
and play. 

Charlie - I like 
to play wolf! 

LaNiya- Play 
Outside! On the 
Playground! 

Sophia- I just 
found a big tree 
and one leaf 
touched my head.  

Marquise- I 
like to go 
play with my 
mom.  

Dehai- Playing 
with my family 

Gen- I like to read 
and play with my 
friends.  

Mr. Luke- I like 
the fresh air and 
the warm sun.  

JoLoni:  Play  tag 
outside! 
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Hello!  We are the Van Ness River Otters.  We are in PreK4.  We 
live in Washington, DC.  We love to walk from our school to Canal 
Park.  We hope that telling you about some of our favorite things 
to do at Canal Park will make you want to visit! 

As you read this guidebook, see if you can figure out why the park 
is named Canal Park.

Use a QR reader to see us play “What time is it, Mr. Fox?”

Canal Park has fountains, a sculpture you can climb on, 
an ice skating rink, a stage, a grassy area and more!

 A type of book to tell you about things you don’t know and 
show you where things are and tell you about restaurants and 

Canal Park, has chapters and a map

How to Get to Canal Park 
“Take the metro to the Navy Yard stop.” 
-Simone

“There are six colors.  
We’re green!” 
-Tayla

“If you don’t know 
what to do, ask the 
super nice man.  
He gave us maps.” 
-Ogochukwu

“This is the train 
map.” 
-Terrell



Special Things
The Fountains

“The water in the 
fountains goes up 
real, real high!” 
-Ahmor

“The fountains are 
good for playing 
ninja with your best 
friend.”
-Nhori

“The water feels 
warm, then cold.  
You should bring 
bathing suits and 
some towels.” 
-Nico

“The fountains have 
lights under them 
and change color.” 
-Veronik

“At night the lights 
make the water 
change color.”
-Liam

“The lights are at 
the bottom!” 
-Jae A fountain

with lights at the 
bottom

To learn more about fountains, read The Magic of Washington 
DC’s Fountains by the DC Bilingual Dragons (our partner class).

Things You Can Do in the Fountains

“You can stand in the middle of the 
fountain and wait for the water to 
come out and it hit your body and it 
feels kinda hard!  You don’t know 
when they are going to go up and 
down.  They go up at different 
times and down at different times.” 
-Sam

“You can karate chop the 
water and cut it down!”
-Andrew

“You can run through the 
fountains!” 
-Nate

“You can run though the 
fountains with an umbrella!” 
-Keriana
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Special Things
The Twisty Silver Statue

When we first saw this 
sculpture, we didn’t know 
its name. It is one of our 
favorite things about 
Canal Park, because you 
can climb on it!

“You can climb 
up it together.” 
-Keriana

“It is very 
tall, so you 
can climb 
high.” 
-Veronik

The sign tells you the 
name of the sculpture, 
Waterline, and the 
sculptor’s name, David 
Hess.  

“There is another one that kind of 
looks like it, but isn’t the same.  
It is two half circles and a curve.”
-Jacob

A sculptor is someone 
who builds or carves 
something.  I can touch 
and move around what 
I’m making.

We FaceTimed with 
Waterline sculptor, David 
Hess, for 40 minutes!

Imagine there was a 
garden hose and it went up 
on top of the ground and 
then under the ground and 
then came back up.  That’s 
why there is a second 
smaller sculpture.

A roller bender 
machine has a 
motor and wheels 
that turn to bend 
the metal pipes.

A long time ago 
there wasn’t a park 
with grass, there 
was a canal with 
water for barges to 
take stones to the 
Capitol so it could 
be built.

The pipes are 
hollow, there 
is nothing 
inside them.
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Fun on a Hot Day at Canal Park

“Run through the 
fountains! Then you 
can drink juice on 
the grass!” 
-Nico

“Then you can go to 
Subway for lunch, 
that’s where they 
have sandwiches!”
 -Nhori

In the afternoon play mini-golf, or if 
it’s a special day go to a magic 
show or watch a movie on the big 
black screen on the grass with 
your family!

A mini-golf hole

Fun on a Cold Day at Canal Park

“You can get pizza by the 
skating rink, you don’t even 
have to walk.  It is so close, all 
you have to do is take your 
skates off.”
 -Simone

Start your day with a visit to Bethesda 
Bagels. Take your bagel to Canal Park.  
If you drop it, it’s ok, the birds will eat it!

   We hope you’ll visit Canal Park!
           https://www.capitolriverfront.org/canal-park

“Then go ice skating! Skating is 
easy, all you have to do is push, 
push, glide with your feet!” 
-Jae
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INVESTIGATING  
NEIGHBORHOODS

Our Neighborhood in Southeast DC!
Sunshine Early Learning Center, 
PreK3

Exploring Brookland
E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public  
Charter School, PreK3 & PreK4 Spanish

Welcome to Brookland!
E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public  
Charter School, PreK3 & PreK4 Spanish

Our Brookland
E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public  
Charter School, PreK English



Sunshine’s Explorers!
Our Neighborhood in Southeast DC!

In Ms. Bell’s PreK3 class we know 
that our minds are full of 
imagination, love, laughter, and 
plenty of room for growth! 

Even though we all are different in 
many ways we all love to explore!

One of our favorite times of the 
day is to go outside and EXPLORE 
our neighborhood in Southeast 
DC!

Together we have just enough 
imagination to explore our school 
with maps, signs and symbols! 
Sunshine Early Learning Center is 
the place to be! 

LET’S EXPLORE
GET YOUR IMAGINATION READY!

“The world is soooooo BIG!”
-Damarien

“How can we see it?”
-Damoni

“Where can 
we look?”
-Queen

“We will search all around 
us to explore using our 
binoculars.”
-Ms. Niya

“I will show you a map of our neighborhood! 
LET’S SEE WHAT WE FIND!!!”

-Ms. Bell
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Can you see what 
we see?

“Look, Ms. Bell, a purse!!!!!” -Laila

“It’s a bag!!!!!” -Taj 

“I see a spoon!!!!” -Inaijah

“It’s a hat!” -Jace

“Is that a fork?” -Ta’Vion

The start of our map TOUR!!

Laila’s replica of the map of our 
neighborhood!

A CLOSER LOOK at a map of DC

“Ms. Bell, there is 
water on this map!”

-Jace

“Why are there so 
many color lines?” 
-Damarien 

"The green is for grass!”
-Inaijah
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What do you see 
on the map?

“I see 
water 
on the 
map!”
-Jace

“I see my 
house, 

school, and 
street on 

the map!”
-Kaydee

“WE WANT TO LEARN MORE!”

Ms. Dayvie, a map expert, came 
to help our class explore maps!

Riley, Ta’Vion, and Inaijah 
engaged with Ms. Dayvie as she 
teaches that the map of DC is 
shaped like a diamond and the 
street colors can be red or green 
and water is blue!

Becoming Map Experts!! 

Excited to play a globe game! We 
had so much fun spinning the globe 
to see where we would land!

"I landed in the Pacific Ocean!”
-Damarien

Time to create our own map!
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Signs and Symbols in the Neighborhood!

Maps help us navigate 
throughout DC using 
the signs and symbols 
around us! 

Sunshine’s Explorers took a walk to explore 
signs and symbols in the neighborhood.

Zalaunshae and Melanie 
using a map created by 

Damarien to find the 
Fire Station!

Let’s turn our classroom into a map! 
Time to build!

Taj said, “Red means stop 
too! Like the stop sign!”

Grandma 
Joan and 

Inaijah 
building 

our school.

“We have trees in 
our neighborhood!”
-Queen

Sunshine Early 
Learning Center at 
6th Street SE DC!

Riley is learning 
that colors have 
meaning on the 
stop light!

“A stop sign 
tells us when to 
stop!” -Noah

“There are cars on 
our street I’ll make 

one!” -Ta’Vion 

Painting our 
street!
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Exploring Brookland
We are children from Elsie Whitlow Stokes. We
wrote this book because we want to share what we
have in our neighborhood of Brookland. Come and 
visit us and see the beautiful places we have.

This book was written by our very
own class of PreK3 and 
PreK4 Spanish B.

Tips to read our pages:
• Yellow are places where 
you live.

• Purple are places where 
you learn or worship.

• Red are "commercial" 
places where you can 
buy things.

• Green are parks, 
playgrounds, grass.

While walking around our neighborhood 
we drew our maps!

Annie: That is my house! My 
house is in our neighborhood.

It is near the school and 
the monastery and the Ronald 

McDonald's house.

Gabriel: I am going 
to draw this street. I 
think the streets are 
important because if 

there were no 
streets people don’t 
know how to get to 

where they are 
going.
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The National Building Museum

At the National Building Museum we learned that
neighborhoods are made of many elements. When you
look at the map, you can see that parts are yellow,
red, blue or green.

Kenneth: Restaurants are red 
because it is a place where 

people can buy food.

Lorna: Ronald McDonald 
is yellow because it is a 

place where can kids live.

Ahmaad: I put two schools 
because they are blue and 
in my neighborhood there 

are a lot of kids.

We created our own neighborhood by
placing different squares (red, purple,
green and yellow) along the roads.

Our Trip to McDonald House
If you want more information 
please contact:
info@rmhc.org

We enjoyed playing in the 
Ronald McDonald 

playground.

Monroe: There is 
a playroom. The 
kids that are 
sick can play 

there. They have 
an elevator.
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PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS

Turkey Thicket
(Park)

We have beautiful 
parks and playgrounds 
in our neighborhood 

where we can play and 
enjoy different 

sports.

Jemma: I like to 
play in the 
playground

because it has 
a slide.Asbel: 

Mamá me lleva al 
Parque.

Sophia: I like to climb monkey 
bars. They are important 

because I play there.

Bunker Hill
(Park)

During the visit 
Gabriel's 

teacher Master Hagood 
told us that there are 9 
belts and they go in the 
order of White, Yellow, 
Orange, Green, Blue, 

Purple, Red, 
Brown and Black.

The dojo’s motto is:
Perseverance

Discipline
Courage
Power

Integrity
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Noah: What times 
does the store 

open?
Ms. Sharae: 

It's open Monday 
through

Sunday but the 
pharmacy closes on
Sunday at 6pm.

Noah: I will tell my parents 
to come visit. We can find 

anything here.

And there is much more to 
discover so come and visit our 

neighborhood!

We want to thank Mr. 
Feeley, the writer of 
the book Brookland. 
The kids were so 

excited to meet him 
and learn more about 

the book.

Thank you, Kristen, 
for the marvelous 

work you do, 
supporting low income 

families.

Emanuel: Gracias a
Kristen por todo.

Zuri: Thank you, Mr. 
Feeley, for visiting and 

showing us a lot of 
pictures of Brookland.

In the book we saw 
that back in 1902 the 

fire station looked 
different than how it 

looks today

Being an author is great 
because you help spread 

stories to entertain 
readers.
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We are PreK3 and PreK4 Spanish at Elsie Whitlow 
Stokes PCS and we want to invite you to discover 
our wonderful neighborhood called Brookland!

While we were finding out how we can better protect the 
environment, we discovered wonderful places and people 
that we did not know.

So come along with us and be ready to meet a few of our 
important citizens and some of our favorite places!

We will give you some tips ….

How not to get lost!
Before going out in our neighborhood, we want to 

share some tips with you.
Tip #1: Grab a map! We are located in Northeast DC between 

Michigan Avenue and Rhode Island Avenue.

We learned how to read a 
map and we were thrilled 

to locate our school.

We explored and 
discussed what places 

to visit .

Let's see some of our favorite places where we stopped...

Tip #2: Walk and explore Brookland on 12th and 14th Streets.
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Tip #3:   Think about what you want to enjoy in Brookland.
Our first stop was

La zapatería /Shoe Repair.

Grey:
“They repair shoes and it 
is on 12th Street.”

Manuela:
“Me sentí bienvenida por la 
Sra. María, puedes visitar la 

zapatería, ellos pueden
pintar zapatos.”

Adrian:
“Our neighborhood has very 
happy people and we saw 
las machine for arreglar
los zapatos.”

Our second stop was

La barberia /Barber Shop

Kayla:
“I feel happy because we 
asked some questions and the man 
responded that he cut men, women, 
and baby hair.”

Thomas:
“Me sentí bien Mr. Bay 
es felíz y amable. Yo invitaría
a personas a que se hagan
algo in the barber shop.”

Tip #4:  When you visit a place, ask for 
a business card to share with others.
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Our third stop was

Restaurante /Restaurant
Tip #4:   When you visit a restaurant, ask                              
for the special of the day.

We are excited 
to eat tres
leche cake. Do 
you know it is  
originally from
Nicaragua.

Sr. Jaime es originario de 
Bolivia, es el dueño y cocinero 

del restaurant.

Harrison:
“I want to tell the

community to visit San 
Antonio because I like the

food. Thank you to the chef 
for sharing food with us.”

Rosalie:
“I want to tell people to visit
San Antonio grill, because you
can try food that you will like
and it is a happy place.”

Our fourth stop was

The Ronald McDonald House
info@rmhc.org

Blake:
“I like the windows 

with a lot of hearts; 
those have the names of 
people that give snacks 
for the families who 
have children sick.”

Sofía:
“Me divertí mucho en la 
visita y aprendí sobre sus
hijos que están enfermos
en el hospital y los
papás, mamás y las 
familias que pueden vivir
y quedarse ahí.”

Ellis: 
“We can help them by making snack bags 
and we take care of McDonald house and 
families that live there. We are good citizens 
because we take care of them.”

Bella:
“People can come and visit McDonald 
house. When people are sick we need to 
help them and they will be good citizens.”

Tip #5: Look for places that 
need help in the community.
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We are good citizens! 
What kind of citizen would you like to be? 

We decided to be good 
citizens so we made snack 
bags and cards to share 
with families who live in 
McDonald House.

Wait! Wait! Before you leave…..
Tip #6:    If you want to learn more you can read this book. 

We even had the author coming to visit us. It was great!

Colin:
“Visit my house in front of 
Brookland. And we have 
nice people at Brookland.”

Rosalie:
“In Brookland you can see Elsie 
Whitlow Stokes School, restaurants, 
a barber shop, and the shoe 
repair shop.”

Kayla:
“I would like to tell the community
they can help in the community.”

Sofía:
“Yo quiero que todos conozcan
Brookland por que es un lugar
Pequeño con personas muy
felices y buenos cuídadanos.”

We enjoyed discovering many places that we need in our daily 
lives and can enjoy with our families, such as the school, shops 
and restaurants.  We even found a place where we can help and 
be good citizens.

This is how 12th Street NE was 
seen in Brookland in 1947.
Come and discover how it 
looks today and you will enjoy 
our community very much.

/  48  /  E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School  /  PreK3 & PreK4 Spanish PreK3 & PreK4 Spanish  /  E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School  /  49  /



BY PreK ENGLISH

ELSIE WHITLOW STOKES

OUR

What does Brookland need?
As we took a walk around our neighborhood, we saw this empty 
building. We came up with all sorts of ideas for buildings we thought 
should go here, like an ice cream store, a toy store and a vet. When 
we went to the National Building Museum, we thought about what we 
think Brookland needs.

Lillie: A restaurant.

Kayla: A mosque.

Grey: A factory boat.

Thomas: An airport.
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Jemma: A 
Piñata Store 
so we can buy 
some piñatas 
for my 
birthday!

Windows

Roof

A lot of 
piñatas

A big hairtyle for a big witch

Flower

Shells

Kite

Snake toy

Hair 
styles

Windows so you can see 
inside to see if there’s 
anything you want to get.

A bottle of sand so 
the sand comes 
down and you 
have to do 
something really 
quickly before it 
goes down.

Like a timer or an 
hourglass?

Yes. But with 
sand.

Toy 
shooting 
stars

Zuri: An Anything Store
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A viewing tower by Rosalie

An exercise heart tower 
by Rose

A Halloween Store by Kenneth

Roads by Blake, Rosalie, 
Manuela, Asbel, Manuela, 
Adrian, Sofia, Tracy, Monroe 
and Ahmaad

A Toy Store by Calvin

 A Diamond Store by Annie

An ice cream truck by Ellis A Princess Store by Bella

A vet by Lorna

We worked together in teams to build our 
version of Brookland using 
recycled materials.

Tracy checking that 
his box is the same 
shape as his 
building’s blueprint.

Kennedy and 
Adrian painting 
their building 
together.

Blake helping to paint the 
watercolor roads.

Manuela, Monroe and 
Ahmaad building and 

painting their 
buildings.
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We shared our pictures with our friends at the 
Sunshine Early Learning Center and had so 
much fun chatting about them!

Laila : Are there always new toys at the toy store? Who makes 
the toys?

Monroe: There’s a lot of toys in it.

Manuela: Me! I do! 

Omar: The people who work inside.

Damarien: Do they have Puppy Paw Patrol Toys (at the toy 
store)? Why is the door closed?

Rosalie: They might have it.

Rose: We don’t want someone to steal all the toys.

Omar: Because it’s nighttime. 

Ta’Vion: Do trucks drop off the toys?

Sofia: No.            Manuela: Yes!

Inaijah: Does the ice cream store have a lot of ice cream?

Rosalie and Sofia: Yes!

Laila: What about rainbow ice cream?

Sofia: They put one in the top, one in the bottom, until it is 
rainbow.

Kyle: Roads for cars so they can go fast around the city. You 
can go all over the city.

Gabriel: Railroad tracks so no one can get run over by trains.

Augustus: Houses where people live and play.

Tracy: A station where buses can pick you up. You can call to 
get a bus or an Uber.

Kenneth: Brooms and microphones so we can make ourselves 
louder. A place to play and have fun.

Zuri: Indoor playground with ball pit.

Calvin: A park for people who did good stuff, like for people who 
want a lot of people in the world.

Colin: Monorails and train tracks.

Grey: We don’t want people who throw trash on the street.

Gabriel: We could put signs everywhere…

Colin: ...saying we can’t throw trash on the floor.

What else does Brookland need?
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DISCOVERING  
SIGHTS

Spaces for Kids in DC
E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public  
Charter School, First Grade

The Magic of Washington DC’s Fountains
DC Bilingual Public Charter School, 
PreK4

The Carousel
DC Bilingual Public Charter School, 
PreK3



Spaces for Kids in DC
By: First Grade French at Elsie Whitlow Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School

To whom does DC belong?

The whole 
United States, 
which means 
our country.

Our lives.

Everyone.

Our hearts.

Children on 
our Earth.

Everyone, like 
in the world.

We are the first grade class from 
Elsie Whitlow Stokes School. We are 
a class of super readers and writers. 
We love reading nonfiction books 
and chapter books as a class. We are 
also very curious and we have a lot 
to say… so when our teacher invited 
us to be researchers, we were so 
excited! 

We continued our research by asking 
even more questions... because that’s 
what successful researchers do. 

The art
gallery.

What are some 
special places in DC?

My house.

Art places, 
where artists 
paint outside.

Toys “R” Us 
and Target. The RFK 

Stadium.

The 
Arboretum 
and Turkey 

Thicket.

So then, we sat down and thought… 
Now what? 

How are these all connected? 
Special places but for kids? 

Of course…KID SPACES! 
Over the next week, we went on mini 

field trips to certain kid spaces that we 
could not wait to investigate. 

Ready to go on an adventure with us? 

“There’s so many places to play and learn!” -Jalil
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When at the American History Museum…

What we discovered for other kids…

You can see so many exciting 
things. There are really interesting 
figurines behind glass. Those 
things are behind glass because 
that’s important stuff that you 
can’t touch.  

In this kid space, there is also a 
whole place where you can climb 
on things. You can even invent 
things with the materials. 

Fun for: Kids who love to be 
inventors and learn about 
how things are created! 

I recommend when you go to 
this kid space, you should go 

see the 3D printer. It’s so 
amazing the way they make 

toys for the different stations. 
-Elise 

There is a printer and things to 
build something. You

can also build with 
cardboard and paper. 

-Aiden 

Look at the surfboard 
behind the glass. It’s 

fragile and you can look 
at it closely. 

-Luke

When at Woodridge Library…

What we discovered for other kids…

Go sit on the big cushion. It is 
awesome!

-Lucie 

I recommend you go see the 
books because they are fun to 
read. Also there is coloring and 

you have so many choices! 
-Jalil

There isn’t only books… 
there is also music CD’s 

and movies!
-Malcolm

You should talk to the librarian. She told us so much! The library has special 
programs just for kids. Did you know you could get movies, books, and even 
CD’s? You can even use the computers! This kid space has a nice view with a 

balcony and furniture outside. That was our favorite part!

Fun for: Kids who love to learn through reading fiction and nonfiction books. 
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When at the Natural History Museum… 

What we discovered for other kids…

I recommend seeing the 
rocks and the nonfiction 
books. The rocks were so 

pretty and the books were 
really cool. -Carina

You should go see the play 
area because it has 

costumes of butterflies 
and there is also a real 
alligator head! -Colin

The rocks and bones were 
super cool, so was the 

alligator head. You could 
put your hand in its mouth! 

-Oliver Z. 

When you go to 
this kid space, 
you won’t know 
where to start! 
There are rocks, 
puzzles, a 
costume area, 
animal fur, an 
alligator head, and a life size skeleton… You can 
touch them all too! Don’t forget to look up. 
There are animals on the walls!

Fun for: Kids who love learning about nature 
and dressing up in animal costumes.

When at the Air and Space Museum… 

What we discovered for other kids…

I recommend going to see the 
experiment with the air tunnel 

and ball. Be careful not to 
make it fall down! 

-Clara May

I would recommend you 
to go to the airplane. You 
could be like a real pilot, 
but be a kid! It’s so fun.

-Sifan

It was very fun to drive 
the airplane. You can

see the whole kid 
space from it!

-Theodore 

There are things that move, videos, a station where you can make things and a 
real plane with wings that move. Be sure to read all of the signs! You will learn so 

much about planets. 

Fun for: Kids who like doing experiments and studying space!

There are so many 
amazing exploring 

stations in this kid space. 
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When at the National Building Museum… 

What we discovered for other kids…

The big blue blocks were 
cool. They were bigger 

than blocks in our 
classroom! -Max

I recommend playing 
with the big blocks and 

the little blocks. 
-Angeline 

Other kids should play with 
the Lincoln logs because 
you can build so many 

different types of buildings. 
-Clara May 

Our class was so 
excited to go here 
together. We went 
to Play Work Build. 
What a great title 
for this kid space 
because we did all 
of that! 

Here you can play with blocks as 
big as you or as small as your 
Legos at home. You can even 
build your own kid space in 
this kid space! 

Fun for: Kids who like to build different things with blocks!

If you want to create a super fun kid space… 
this is what we recommend:

There are kid spaces everywhere you go, 
you just have to find them! 

1. Pictures of awesome things (like 
volcanoes or animals).

2. Glow stars for the ceiling, so it feels 
like you’re in space. 

3. Lots of books! Fiction and 
nonfiction, of course. 

4. Toys, lots of them (like blocks and 
puzzles). 

5. A place to rest… It is exhausting 
being a kid!

6. Rules. Everyone has to be safe! 

Pump It Up!

Climb Zone
A neighborhood 

playground

And even in your 
own house.

A museum in 
Columbus, Ohio
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The Magic of Fountains in Washington, DC 

Hola! We are the PreK4C Dragons at DC Bilingual and fountains are 
one of the things we love the most about Washington, DC.

We like fountains because they make our city look beautiful (Nora), 
they make cool splashing sounds (Elias), you can play in them (Ryan), 
you can put your hands in the water and feel how cold it is (Amaya), 
and you can put a coin and make a wish in them (Audrey).

We wrote a story inspired by the shape of the Potomac River, which 
“looks like a Dragon’s mouth, like Demi took a bite” (Kayla) and 
imagined what it would be like for Demi the Dragon, our classroom 
mascot, to travel all the way from the moon to Washington, DC, and 
to the fountain at the National Building Museum.

We hope you enjoy reading Demi’s story and learning what we like 
about DC’s fountains!

“A fountain with lots 
of pennies in it.” 
- Peyton

This is the story of Demi’s journey 
to Washington, DC.

“Demi en la luna.” -Britney

She used her wings to fly across space until she 
got closer and closer, and noticed a , 
her favorite shape! It was Washington, DC!

Washington, DC looked like and Demi 
took a really BIG bite, and twenty little bites. The 
bites filled up with and turned into the 
río Potomac!
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Meanwhile, the PreK4C 
Dragons were on their 
fieldtrip to the National 
Building Museum. 

We closed our eyes, 
made a wish, and put a 
penny into the fountain.

THE END

When we opened our eyes, a 
little dragon came shooting 
out of the fountain. It was 
Demi, the  dragon we had 
all wished for!

We were so excited! We took 
Demi back to our 
classroom, built a house for 
her, and fed her tacos, 
because dragons love tacos.

/  70  /  DC Bilingual Public Charter School  /  PreK4 PreK4  /  DC Bilingual Public Charter School  /  71  /



Mi deseo es ser una
bailarina de balet.

Mi deseo es
ser un 

bombero.

Mi deseo es
dormir en una

fuente.

Mateo sleeping in a fountain.

Britney the ballerina.

Ryan the policeman.

Mi deseo es
ser un policía.

We added a fountain and a wishing well to our classroom. 
This became a popular area where friends would gather to 
look at, listen to and touch the water. Some friends would 
also make wishes, by putting a penny into the well and by 
creating a drawing of their wish.

This is what we wished for:

Making a wish in our wishing well.

Lo que más me 
gusta es poner una
moneda y pedir un 

deseo.

Play with my sister 
every day. 

Swim under water 
and walk on water. 

Eva and her 
sister playing.

Tener una
fuente in my 

backyard. 

A fountain in Harri’s
backyard.

Ballerina 
Amaya

Felix walking on water.

Ser un 
scuba 
diver. 

Kayla’s cat.

What do you wish for? 

Mi deseo es
tener un muy

elegante vestido.

Nora’s elegant dress.
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What can you tell other children 
about the fountains in DC?

“A park with lots of fountains.” -Ryan

“The water fountain at 
the Building Museum 
shoots all the way to 
the sky.” -Elias

“If you want to visit a fountain 
during winter, you can go to the 
indoor fountains because 
outdoor fountains are turned 
off.” -Audrey

“Hay fuentes que se mueven de 
arriba para abajo.” -Jeff

“The tubería is under every 
fountain and sends all the water 
out through little things that 
stick out.” -Nora

“You can make the water in the 
fountains splash like rain.” 
-Nora 

Algunas fuentes son pistas de 
hielo en invierno y puedes
patinar.” -Kayla

“Fountains are for everyone.” 
-Ryan

To learn more about a fun 
park in DC with fountains 
you can play in, check out 
the Sea Otters’ Guidebook to 
Canal Park (page 16).

The fountain at the African 
American History Museum, 
“falls down like a shower.” 
-Ryan

“Cuando vas a una
fuente, puedes poner tus
manos dentro del agua.” 
-Kayla

“Demi ice skating 
at a fountain 
during winter.” 
-Britany

Take a look at our favorite fountains.

“The Monasterio is my favorite fountain and 
pool because I like the color of the fish. 
Some are red and some are rainbow. 
Sometimes we find the goldfish. There's a 
castle and rocks that they live in.” 

“The fountain at the Building Museum 
has so many pennies, together they 
make like $3.00. People put coins 

because you can make a wish and if 
the fountain is broken they can have 

enough money to fix it.”

“Esta fuente tiene luces.”

“This fountain has a dragon 
and fire water comes down 
from his boca.” 
-Ryan

“A fountain with lots
of coins that the 
Dragons put in there.”
-Peyton

“A fountain that sprays 
colorful water.” 
-Kayla

“El agua da vueltas.” 
-Jeff

“Una fuente con 
agua de colores.” 
-Britney
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We are the PreK3B Ratones from DC Bilingual 

Public Charter School.  After visiting the 

carousel at the National Mall in DC, we 

decided that it was a very special place for

 all of us.  We wanted to learn all about it 

and share it with all of you.  

Why is the carousel so special?

“This is my favorite place ever.  The carousel. I want 

to come here again, because it is the best place.” 

- Kamina

“I like the way the carousel works. It works with 

gears.  It needs gears.”

 - Edwyn 

“El carousel se mueve arriba y abajo y da vuelta y 

tiene música.” 

- Miliani

                                                                                                                     With Love,  

Los Ratones y las profesoras de PreK3B

“It’s the carousel.  It’s the carousel.” 

                                              -Indiana

“My mommy was happy.

She was looking at my blue 

horse. She said “Look at the 

horse, Kylee.” -Kylee 
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                 Would you like to tell me about your drawing?   

“They go on the carousel all the children and big people.  Their 

skin color needs to be peach.  They can’t go with brown. This is 

Mr. Luther King.  He said all the people needs to go on the 

carousel.  This is me and my mommy and Mr. Luther King.  He 

is talking to us.  He said you need to go to the carousel.”  

-Miliani  

“Did you know that a long 

time ago not all the children 

could go on the carousel.  

Solo algunos niños podían 

subirse al carousel, pero no 

todos.  It was very sad, 

because all the children 

wanted to go and ride the 

carousel.” 

-las profesoras de PreK3B

“That is sad.” -Eve

“I could go.” -Edwyn

“If I say please, can I go?” -Eve

“Sad, because I cannot go.  We 

need to say yes, to mommy and 

daddy and grandma.  We can’t 

ride on it. “ -Lauryn

Kylee and Miliani 

drawing and talking 

about Martin Luther 

King.

 

“Marthie Luther King has this 

many people and helped this 

many people.  Then all of the 

kids and me and teachers could 

go on the carousel.   Isn’t that 

cool?  And it’s all because of 

Marthie Luther King!”  -Kamina 

“Hey, Ms. Catalina, Martin 

Luther King is behind you.  He 

is big nice.  He said everybody 

can have gum and go to the 

carousel.” -Kylee                                                                                                                                     
“This is me and my family at the 

carousel.  Jo Jo is here.  We are 

riding the horses.”  -Lauryn 
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“Mi carousel se llama Pedro. It’s 

pina too. No music. Eight children 

can go all in my carousel.” -Eve 

“Dragon. My carousel has letters 
on it. I need money for the 
carousel. With the money I can 
make a carousel Dragon.” -Josiah “Round and round. The song all 

around. I fall. I slipped on the 
carousel. The button goes 
around the carousel.”-Maxwell 

“Mi carousel se llame Towie. It 

has your letter, Ms.Catalina. 

Three children can ride the 

carousel. It has music.” 

-Kamina

“Mi carousel se llama Horse. It

 has these stuff because it get to 

go back to my mommy. It has music. 

A lot of people can go in there. 

My mom too.” -Kylee 

“My carousel se llama Homsla. It 

has sprinkles on the bottom. 

These are for my friends. So we 

can turn it and it’s a carousel. 

Only five friends can go”. 

-Emerson-Alejandro Points to the object in the 

middle and says, “This goes 

up and down. It goes faster.

 It’s super fast. I’m sad

 because it’s fast.” -Noa

“Mi carousel se llama Garbage Truck. 

The sticks one so it can keep it safe. 

Five children can go. Little stick one 

for people can ride them.” -Phoenix 
“Me and Noa ride the carousel. 

Around fast.” -Indiana

“Mi carousel tiene unos de 

estos para que a bajar y 

arriba.  Pueden subir 1, 2, 

3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. niños.  

Tiene esto arriba.”

-Alejandra 

“The horse’s name is Frank. 

My carousel has a rope and 

horsey. Has a roof. The 

carousel is going. It has 

music. The horseys are

 looking at you. My horse 

is looking at you.” -Edwyn

“Mi carousel se llama 

Princess.  Tiene a ball y 

nombres.  N para Noa y M 

para Miliani.  Tiene un marble 

y un square. Tiene un stick 

para no se cae.  Yo quiero 

azul.”  -Miliani 

“Carousel. A 
subir. Bajar. Triste 
porque no quiero 
bajar.” -Yoel

“It’s a carnival. I ride 
the carousel. I put 
myself in the horse and 
hold the pole. It was 
fun. All of these are 
the polka dots on the 
horse.”  -Lauryn

“My carousel name 

is Waffle. These are 

the animals. A 

snake, a giraffe, and 

zebra, and a bear. I 

like the giraffe 

because it’s tall. I 

don’t feel scared 

because I’m a big 

boy.” -Jace 

“Mi carousel se da vuelta. 

Tiene nieve. Solo pueden ir 

cinco niños. Tiene musica 

que canta. Se llama de 

caballos. Está dando vuelta 

el carousel. Tiene caballos. 

Los caballos están 

corriendo. Yo me subo en el 

caballo. Cuando el carousel 

da vuelta yo me subo.”

-Miqueas 

“Mi carousel se llama Ochoa.  

Tiene un circulo y una cascara.  

Pueden entrar niños.  Los 

carouseles se mueven.  Tienen 

música.  10 y 11 niños pueden 

entrar.”  -Marvin Jose 

“This is Carousel Fiona. The big kids sit 

on the rainbow seats that are sticking 

up and the baby sit in the chairs. I will 

turn on the machine and then it goes 

really fast.” -Nadia
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❖ In the train. That 

was cool. 

❖ We went walking 

to the bus station 

and then we go 

inside the train. 

And then we look 

out the window. I 

saw a lot of 

people, and train 

tracks, and the 

tires were going 

really fast.

❖ We walk in a 

group to the 

carousel. -Jace 

How do you ride the carousel?

❖ Hold on to the carousel pole 

so that you don’t fall off.  I 

don’t want anyone else to 

fall off. 

❖ Then the bell rings and we 

can hop on. The bell rings 

because we have to get off 

and on. 

❖ Hold on to the pole and sit 

down. 

❖ If we get nervous on the 

carousel you get off and just 

watch the carousel. When 

the carousel is spinning too 

fast you get nervous.

                                    -Edwyn 

How did we get to

 the carousel?

                          A Carousel for Everybody, Even Pigs

“We invented it.  It has a green side. We can go.  Monsters 

can go.  Our family can go.  Small persons can go.  We put 

a ladder so they can climb.  An old person can go.  Babies 

can go.  We put baby seats.  Aliens can go.  We put alien 

seats for them.”

At the end of our year-long study of the National Carousel, 

our children described what inclusion looks like. 

Con mucho amor,         

Los Ratones y las profesoras 

de DCB PreK3B

              

In our classroom in is a tradition to finish a story by saying this: 

In our classroom it is a tradition to finish a story by saying this: 
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INSPIRING PEOPLE

Becoming the Power Dreamers
Sacred Heart School, Kindergarten

Faces of the Future
Seaton Elementary School (DCPS),  
Second Grade

Kids for Change
E.W. Stokes Community Freedom Public  
Charter School, Kindergarten



 

·       

Becoming The Power Dreamers

In Sacred Heart School’s Kindergarten class, we have spent a lot of the year experimenting with the power of 
our voices, especially when it comes to speaking up for what’s right, sharing our dreams, solving problems with 
friends, and helping our grown up friends understand us. We learned about Malala from Pakistan who used her 
pencil to share her dream of getting to go to school with her friends, and Gandhi from India who used his 
voice to get his friends to stop fighting.  Malala and Gandhi taught us that it doesn’t matter where we come 
from, whether we’re a girl or boy, or a kid or grown up: we all need to speak up and share our important ideas! 
Even when it feels super hard, that just means you should get your friends to help you be heard. And that’s 
exactly what we did. We worked together to create and illustrate a very special poem so the whole world can 
hear us! 

When we put our dreams and voices together, we are more powerful than we ever imagined! 

Together, we are the Power Dreamers!

We are soñadoras who like to play with dreams!
We are the Power Dreamers: strong, loved, and safe.

Happy dreams, dreams with challenges,
Small dreams, dreams of sadness.
Dreams, dreams that we want to share.

We are brave and intelligent and we can all be heard.
Many times we have to say,

We Are The Power Dreamers
A Poem by Sacred Heart’s Kindergarten Class

“Hi world, we are here!”
It’s hard if no one listens, like going up many stairs. 
But we keep trying.  If we fall, we get up 
And keep climbing.
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Together, we are never scared.
We will change the world!

Climbing with our special friends, Malala and Gandhi,

to build a monument for all the children of DC!

We connect our voices to be stronger and to tell you about our dream:

We climb with Gandhi 
And his gentle voice,
To open closed doors
And to make sure 
All of our friends
Are heard.
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We are many Malalas!

We climb with Malala 
And her strong heart,
To help the people who hurt.
Just like Malala,
We use our magic pencils
To dream up dreams
For all the children of DC.

1 Malala, 
2 Malalas…

Gandhi, Malala, 
And us, too: 
We keep climbing.
We are building a 
Magical world.
We don’t use rockets.
We use our voices
To reflect many hearts,
To unite, and 
To change the world
With a single word:

love.
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Malala, Gandhi, 
And we, too, are heard.
We speak so that children
Can be heard by adults.

 

We are soñadoras who like to play with dreams!
We are the Power Dreamers: strong, loved, and safe.

Happy dreams, dreams with challenges,
Small dreams, dreams of sadness.
Dreams, dreams that we want to share.

It’s hard if no one listens, like going up many stairs. 
But we keep trying.  If we fall, we get up 
And keep climbing.
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By the 2nd Grade 
Students of 

Seaton Elementary 

We represent the people 
who will be special one day.

We will work as a team.

This archway leads us 
through the eye of the 

world. 

We are the second graders 
of Seaton Elementary 

School. We were inspired by 
the statue of Carter G. 

Woodson that is located 
right next to our school.  

Our project was guided by 
the question, “What is it 
that we need to do in the 
future and now as kids to 
be honored in a sculpture 

or memorial?” 

We represent the people 
who will be special one 

day.
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Once upon a time we went on a 
walk and saw a statue of a man 
named Carter G. Woodson…

We looked at him and gave 
compliments on what we saw.  

What do you see?

“Did he care about Black History?”
-Jameliah

“Where was he from?” 
-William 

“Was he ever a soldier?” 
-Alfonzo

“Are people still celebrating him?” 
-Quadair

-

We asked many questions. Ms. Thomas wrote 
our questions down so she could help us 
answer them one day.

/  96  /  Seaton Elementary School (DCPS)  /  Second Grade Second Grade  /  Seaton Elementary School (DCPS)  /  97  /



Then we got to go to Carter G. Woodson’s house... on the 
same day! He really lived there one day. This was the best 
day ever.

We saw a lot of cool things like tables,
typewriters, a fireplace, books, and a phone. We wish 
we went upstairs but we ran out of time! We wonder 
what’s up there?

We stood by the 
tables and looked 
at all of the stuff. 
Some of us saw a 
shiny key. Some 
of our brains 
were wondering 
what the key 
was for. 

We met park rangers named Ms. Danyelle Dukes and Mr. 
John Fowler and a woman dressed in old clothes. They 
were so nice. They listened to our questions…

“What if his spirits come back to the house?” 
-Quadair

“Did he have a wife?” 
-Gia    

“Was this a regular home?”  
-Alfonzo

“Why did they make a monument of him?” 
-Yahir
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“The day we went to the library 
with Ms. W it was raining and I was 
not very happy as I walked through 
the rain.” 

-Gabby  

“When we got inside we saw
lots of books and when I raised 

my hand I asked, ‘Are there any 
history books?”
-Chay

“I was wondering – was there any
books about Carter G. Woodson?

And the lady was like, yeah! 
And I looked and there was.” 

-Sophie

We wanted to know more about Carter G. Woodson… so 
we looked in books at the library.

The books that we got from the library taught us a 
lot about Carter G. Woodson’s life.

Carter G. Woodson 
worked on his parents’ 
tobacco farm in Virginia. 
He did farm work to 
help his family.

As a boy, Carter G. 
Woodson went to a 
school run by his 
uncles. When he was 
not working on the 
farm or the coal mine, 
he went to school. He 
liked going to school.
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Carter G. Woodson worked very hard to graduate from high school and 
college. He was very proud of his diploma and wore a graduation cap. 
After graduating, he wrote many books about Black History and taught 
many people about why Black History is so important. People learned 
so much from him and he became famous!

“I think Carter G Woodson could, when 
he was alive. He probably showed a lot 
of perseverance. It means you 
try really hard.” -Lily 

“And you don’t give up!”
-Duane

“He wanted everybody to 
know about Black 
History.” -Chloe  
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After we learned more about 
Carter G. Woodson, our class 
wrote letters to the man who 
made the statue. We asked him to 
come to Seaton. We waited for 
some days and he finally came!

When he came we went to the art room and he was showing us 
pictures of when he started and finished the statue.  

We asked him a lot of questions
• “Why did you build Carter G. Woodson?”
• “Why did you choose to put him near Seaton?”
• “How long did it take to build him?”
• “Could you make a statue of us?”

Ray Kaskey told us it took him 10 years to build the statue. That’s a 
long time! 

He also said that he read many books about Carter G. Woodson to 
help him.

Later, we took 
a picture with 
Ray Kaskey
AND Carter G. 
Woodson! It 
was so cool 
sitting next to 
him and Carter 
G. Woodson at 
the same time.

After our fun day with Ray Kaskey, we went on a field trip to the 
National Gallery of Art. We took the public bus there. We love the bus!

We took a picture outside and then 
went inside to see more things. We 
went upstairs with Ms. Nathalie, Ms. 
Dena, and Mr. Chris to see some 
sculptures.

We looked at 
many different 
sculptures.  We 
saw a ballerina, a 
lady holding 
something, and a 
huge statue of 
Colonel Shaw 
riding a horse 
with his soldiers. 

The many sculptures that we saw 
reminded us of Carter G. Woodson. 

We thought… What would we need to do in 
our life to have a statue made of us? And... 
What would we look like?
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Then we decided to design our 
statues. We were talking about what 
we would be doing with our bodies 
and what we would be holding as 
statues. 

We sat down and drew pictures. After 
we were done we became statues 
and our teachers took pictures of us. 

Looking slowly and carefully.

We are not all the same color.  That’s what makes us special.

We then created models of our 
statues, just like Mr. Kaskey did! We 
first drew our faces on paper and 
then made them with Model Magic!
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“Make the ground first. Then make the 
floor. We need a base.” -Jahir 

“When people come in, they can see all 
the colors of the rainbow.” -Olga

After we were done with our models, we thought it would be a good 
idea to put them all together. We wanted to put our models on 
something big, just like how Carter G. Woodson’s statue is sitting on big 
steps! We found some scraps that Mr. Kaskey left from his studio and 
used them to make our installation! 

Carter G. Woodson was an 
activist and we can be too!

What is it that we need to do in our lives in 
the future and now as kids to be honored in a 

sculpture or memorial?

“Take care of the whole world.”
-Marilyn

“Stand up for others.”
-Sabrina

“Change people’s lives and 
inspire people.”

-Analia

“Help all people.”
-Duane
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We are the Super Kindergarteners from Elsie Whitlow Stokes Public
Charter School. At the beginning of kindergarten, we started a study on our
great city of Washington, DC. We love Washington, DC, and we think that
other people do, too. Thousands of people come to see the special places
and special things that happen in Washington, DC.

There is only one 
Washington, DC! 

-Baye
What do you like 

about Washington, 
DC?

Kids For Change

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

But Martin Luther King 
Jr. made a dream, so 
all people can be 
friends.
-Baye

We started to think about the special people in our city:

We talked about things we want to change in our city. There are
problems about people getting along and things happening that are
unfair. That makes us feel so upset and we care!

What problems do 
you see in DC?

I saw people eating 
in the Metro!

-Joyce

Like people  
who do not 
get along with 
other people. 
I want this to 
stop!
-Ty

Hay personas que pegar y they 
are not fighting it. Es un
problema.
-Nkosana

He said that in his 
speech! El habla en el 
Lincoln Memorial.

-Nkosana

Martin Luther King Jr.
-Ty

President Obama.
-Gibea Hillary Clinton.

-Cecil

Write/Draw Your Response Here:
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We started to wonder: 

Who was                                              

and what was his dream?

What are your big 
words?

Can we bring our book 
in my sharing day that 
shows about Martin 
Luther King Jr.? 
-Amari

But there is a 
problem, we don’t 
know where it is! 
We will look for it.
-Siena

I have a dream!

The next day, they 
brought in their book.

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

Amari and Siena had an idea 
about how we could learn more:

We noticed that Martin 
Luther King Jr. used big 

words to share his 
dreams with the world.

PEACE
LOVE
FREEDOM
TOGETHER! 

How can you do the 
right thing, even 
when it’s tough?

Rosa Parks is a super 
hero, like Super Woman. 
She did justice!
-Gabriel

I learned 
Rosa Parks 
broke the 

law… people 
can change 

the law.
-Woodson 

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

We asked our teachers to bring
in more books about Martin
Luther King Jr. and his dream.
In one of them we noticed that
there was a lady named Rosa
Parks.

Another person in our school named Mr. 
Bobby came in and shared about who was 
Rosa Parks. 

We learned that she was brave and
that she worked with Martin Luther King Jr.

She saw things that were not
fair and she wanted to
make a change.
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A few days later, we read a book called The
Youngest Marcher-The Story of Audrey
Faye Hendricks. We learned that you’re
never too little to make a difference. She
stood up and volunteered to make changes
when things were not fair. We thought she
was very brave.

When you march 
you can go to jail. 
-Bianca

Wait! 
What is 
brave?

When things are scary, 
you are scared about it 
but you do it anyways.
-Siena

She wanted to 
change the world.
-Elias

But marching is
a little thing!

-Liam

Martin Luther
King Jr. quiere 
hacer laws
that are just. 
-Felix

Oh yeah, she is like Rosa Parks. 
Audrey said I will do it. She went 
to a march and was arrested so 
she could get them (police) mad.
-Simon 

What would you 
stand up for?

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

One sunny morning, Mr. Karim came to our class and
said, “I know about Martin Luther King Jr! I went to the
same college as he did. I can tell you more about his
message.” He shared a video of one of his speeches.
MLK Jr. said “Everybody can be great because
everybody can serve.”

Ms. Julia visited our class. She brought signs 
she made with her daughter for the Women’s 
March. She showed us pictures of many people 
that came to DC. People marched for equal 
rights for women and men.

I helped my 
mom make 
cupcakes.

-Charity

Yo ayudar others 
con peanut butter
jelly sandwiches.

-Ty & Baye 

We went there 
too!
-Amari & Siena

Mi mamá ir a la marcha 
porque she wanted to 
see what it was for… 
like rights to go to 
schools and places.
-Baye

How have you 
served in your 
community?

Para women’s rights they 
wanted rights para trabajar!
-Cecil

We learned that we can always help serve others
… and that we are wonderful and great! 

I am going
to help my abuela.

-Melania 

Cuando tu ayudas personas
tu hablas tu es fantástico.
-Joyce

Write/Draw Your Response Here:
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When Ms. Moore was a kid 
she saw not all the schools 
were the same. Students
had to go to separate 
schools that did not have 
the  materials they needed 
to learn. She did not like this! 
She said when “I grow up I 
am going to make my own 
school where everyone 
can learn.

Maybe is because she didn’t 
want to live there. She 
wanted to save other people. 
-Juan & Melania

I know about 
another person! It’s 
Frederick Douglass.
-Harper F.

Even Martin 
Luther King Jr.
-Ty

What will you
do when you see 

something unfair?

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

A few days later, the founder of our school, Mrs. Moore, stopped by.

Ms. Chy (Baye’s mom) said that she wanted to come
and share about a brave lady who stood up for others.
Her name was Harriet Tubman. Back then some people
were told what to do and were not free. She helped
people be free. She was a hero.

We also read Malala’s Magical Pencil. She saw a problem: Girls could
not go school. This was unfair. She wrote letters and made speeches
until they listened. She even won a prize. She helped open a school for
girls so they can learn. We learned that that you are never too young to
make a change.

“Cambiar al mundo para que niños y
niñas puedan ir a la escuela. Cambiar al 
mundo para que todos sean felices."
-Gael

“Que los niños y niñas puedan ir a la escuela."
-Melania

So you don’t have to fight to 
go to the school you want 
because they are all good.
-Harper F.

You wouldn’t know what is 
1+1 is and 2+2 is and you 
wouldn’t know how to read.
-Harper R.

Mrs. Moore asked us, "Why is it important to have a good education?” 

What positive 
changes can you 

make in the world?

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

“It doesn’t matter if you are not the same color. It 
doesn’t matter if you are a boy or a girl."
-Cecil
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That same afternoon, Ms.
Carter shared that she stood
where MLK Jr. gave his speech.
We were excited to know that
this was in DC. We have to go
there! So we went on a field trip
to the Lincoln Memorial. We
even got to stand in the same
place that MLK Jr. stood! We
read some words on the floor.

Sentí como si Martin 
Luther King Jr. estaba 
parado a mi lado. 
-Gibea

I want to live here! 
Because it’s all about 
love and peace.
-Amari

What message would 
you give to the whole 

world?

Write/Draw Your Response Here:

It said “I Have a Dream” Martin Luther King Jr.
The March on Washington for Jobs and
Freedom, August 28, 1963.

We created signs and we made
speeches. We wanted people to
hear our voices like Martin Luther
King Jr.

From all of the books we read and all the visitors that came to our class
we heard the message:

YOU ARE NEVER TOO YOUNG TO MAKE A CHANGE! 

What would you 
march for? 

We decided we would march for
people to stop littering, for equal
rights, and to change the laws!

Write/Draw Your Response Here: Harper R. made a chant:

1,2,3 love follows me!
1,2,3 love conquers 
hate!
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As we marched we got a lot of thumbs up. There were people watching
us and taking pictures. We all decided to sing our Martin Luther King
Jr. chant. It felt “fantástico!”

Then the big day had arrived! Will we be brave enough to read our
speeches? We didn’t know it yet, but we are Kids for Change!

On a cold morning, we rode on the metro and took a bus to get to the
MLK Jr. Memorial. There were many tourists and many students there,
but we were not afraid.

We wanted to read our speeches where 
Martin Luther King Jr. had given his 
"I Have a Dream" Speech.

We marched to the Lincoln Memorial 
with our signs and chanted! We were 
loud and proud. We were BRAVE! 

People stood and heard us. They 
heard our voices. We are KIDS 
FOR CHANGE. 

We can make a difference because we 
really care! 

It felt good. I 
spoke in front of 
a lot of people.

-Woodson

We are living 
the dream! 
-Nkosana

Me gusta when yo
ser mi speech. 
Mi estómago is 
beeping.
-Baye
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HELPING HANDS

All Can Help
J.O. Wilson Elementary School (DCPS), 
PreK3 & PreK4

The Mystery of the Missing Tree
J.O. Wilson Elementary School (DCPS), 
PreK3

I Want to Be a Firefighter!
Sunshine Early Learning Center,  
PreK

The Mystery of the Food in the Box
Van Ness Elementary School (DCPS),  
PreK4

The Signs Are All Around Us
DC Bilingual Public Charter School,  
Kindergarten-Second Grade Studio



           It all started with a question from our teacher, Ms. Aduso:

     Who takes care of the trash in our school?
 

Me! Shouted a Rainbow

But she’s not a grown-up…
Worried another Rainbow

 

How can kids take care of the trash at                 
our school if they’re not grown-ups?

I’m a kid.
Kids can’t because they’re kids.
But you can. You’re a grown-up

I can. Can you? Can kids help to take care of the trash?

Sure! All help.
                        Me, too. You, too.

ALl CAN HELP
Join The PreK3 and PreK4 Rainbow Class of J.O. Wilson as they 

Investigate Keeping Our City Clean

Look at this 
place! What a 
mess - 
there’s trash 
everywhere. 

Alright, Let’s 
get to work!

Hungry?

Yep! 
Let’s eat!

TraSh is baD for our city. 
Because it’s sTinKy. 

If the trash is on the ground the raTs eat it 
and they burp 

and then they pee and they poop. 
 It makes people siCk. 

Because it’s diRtY. 

Yum! Stinky 
Onions!

This dirty diaper is
delicious! 
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       The CitY Can Help
RulES for Trash: 
All trash and recycling goes in a 
coNtAiNEr! 
Make sure to 
cLosE The LId!

I’m really in the 
mood for a banana 
peel. Too bad I can’t 
get to it - it’s in 
the trash can. 

The city has inSpECtoRs who drive around the streets 
and alleys to make sure people follow the rules about trash 
and recycling. 

They pick up the trash and put it in the hoPpER. 
They crush it - all of it! They sQuEezE it down.

All trash and 
recycling goes in 
a bin. And close 
the lid!

Keep rats 
away! Follow 
the rules!

Nom, nom, 
nom. 

I can give you a 
fine if you break 
the rules! $$$
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KidS Can Help
Kids can help to soRt trash, recycling, and food waste. 

Worms eat our food trash and 
it gets pooped out. You can 
use it in your garden. 

Are you 
gonna eat 
that broccoli? 

Trash is dirty. Filthy. You 
throw away things you can 
only use one time.

These flowers 
are nice, but 
I’m ready to 
eat. Where’d 
the trash go? 

Trash-cycle. 
RecYcLinG can go in there. 
Look for the sYmBol. 

Look for the 
recycling symbol. 
Three arrows in a 
triangle. 

Paper

Glass

Plastic 

Metal

Recycling is when old things 
become new things. The old 
paper gets into new paper. 

We want 
trash! We want 

trash!

Plastic
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     (Even) Trash can Help Us ... CreATe! 
                                  Get creative! Reuse trash and recycling items. 

Connect - Choo choo! Here comes the train!
Design - Make a plan!

Experiment - See what happens!

Imagine - Row the boat across the river!

Wonder - Be curious!

Explore - There’s a lot to see out there!

Those kids cleaned 
up all the trash. 
Let’s get outta 
here. 

What’s with 
all these 
flowers? 

Meet the Rainbow Class of JO Wilson! Pictured here are the children’s self-portraits made from trash and 
recyclable items. When we first embarked on the topic of trash, the children’s unanimous response was 
“Ew! YucKy!” From those initial exclamations came deEPer QUesTIonS – Who can help with 
trash? Is trash bad for our city? Can there be too much trash?  How can we reuse trash to make 
something beautiful, useful, or unexpected?
 
Most recently the children noticed the recycling symbol on the sChoOL miLk CarTOnS. We are now 
making a plan to recycle our milk cartons. We hope to share this plan with other classrooms.
RemEMbeR, AlL caN hELp!
 
Special thanks to Mr. Wilson, Inspector Bell, and Inspector David at the DC Department of Public Works.
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the Preschool Class 

at J.O. Wilson Elementary 

Solved by:

One November morning, our class      
followed a map to find the trees by our 
school.  The map looks like a pirate map. 
The green circles are the trees.  

When we came to one tree box we discovered that 
it was empty, but the map showed  a tree there.   

Where was the missing tree? 

We made predictions.  

Maybe it got hit by lightening?  Maybe it was 
used to make the arms of a snowman?  Maybe 
it got crashed down by Transformers?   
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We  wrote letters to tree experts to find out where was the      
missing tree and to ask for a new tree.  

The experts wrote back.  

 We learned . . . 

...back in the day the missing tree was a really big Pin Oak.  

 ...oak trees are awesome for animals because some can eat 
the acorns and other animals can live in it.  

...last school year they realized the tree was sick and weak.  
They cut it down before it could fall  down on people. 

 ...that the city also thought that we needed a new oak tree 
and  hoped to plant a new one this winter.   

 

On  December 15, 2017, we had a super duper 
surprise.  A truck came to our school with our new 
tree.   It is a Chinkapin Oak.  Right now it is 
small and little but with water and sun it will get 
bigger and bigger until it touches the sky.  We   
decided to name our tree Sweetie Bell. 

We became curious about what tools and vehicles are 
needed to cut down and plant a tree.  Mr. Matt from the 
District Department of Transportation (DDOT ) answered 
all of our questions. 
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1. The Bucket Truck is 
going  around and around.  It 
goes up  and cuts branches 
from the trees.

2. The worker wears a hat and gloves.

3. The chainsaw is cutting down the
tree because there are lots of bugs in the

tree. 

4. The wood chipper
is cutting up the tree and
making it into little wood

chips. 

5. He’s cutting the stump down
with the stump grinder.

These are the steps to cut down a sick tree in the city. 

1. The flatbed truck brings trees 
because we want to get more and more 
trees for us so they can 
grow big and strong.   

These are the steps to plant a new tree like Sweetie Bell. 

2. The shovel     
makes a new 
home for the  
tree.     3.  The pickaxe 

digs a hole for  the tree.  

4.   The little guy is 
helping him hold the 
stake driver and 
it   didn't break                                    
apart. 

5.  The water bag 
gives water slowly to 
the tree.  We used     
watering cans to put 
water in the bag. 
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We are so happy Sweetie Bell became 
part of the family of trees at our school.  
We are excited to see her leaves for the 
first time this spring and water her more 
so she can keep growing. 

 We want everyone 
to know her story so 
we made a little 
sign.  It is made of                  
recycled paper  we 
made in class.  The background of each           
page of our chapter is also a picture of 
one of our sheets of paper. 

Meet the Authors: 

We love our tree and want more! 

 

Do you also want more trees for your school or 
home?  If so contact DDOT’s Urban Forestry Division to ask for 
trees and to learn how to care for young trees. 

Are you curious about the trees in your neighborhood?  You 
can look them up on the map at Casey Trees. 

Thank you  to everyone who helped  us with our story. 

- DDOT planted our new tree.

- Casey Trees shared the tree map.

- US Botanic Garden taught us  about trees.

- DC Public Library brought us books about trees.

- Wolf Trap Institute taught us how to act out our story.

- National Air and Space Museum gave us tips on how to 
  illustrate books. 
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We are preschoolers from Sunshine Early Learning Center. We love to
explore and learn things around us but we also love to have fun. One day 
there was an emergency at our school.

We’d like to share our story with you about 
why we want to become firefighters.

What’s going on? Firefighters came to our building three times! We heard firefighters 
ask if we smelled something weird… a gas smell, they asked. Hmmm…there must be 
something going on. Anyway, we drew our reactions when they came in our building.

              

         “These are the firefighters that 
         came to our building. They had 
         their gear on. We’re having 
         breakfast and everybody got up to
        talk to them…” 

- Damian

         

           
                                                    

            

“The firefighters got inside that
room. They’re looking for
something. I want to be a 
firefighter and a police 
officer too…”

                        - Saadiq 

“The firefighters got inside the storage 
room and then fixed the gas leak.”
- Jordan

“They need to fix it because
it’s dangerous.”

- Zalaunshae
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“

“What’s inside the fire truck…?”
                               - Zalaunshae
                                                                                                        
“Are you gonna drive the truck…?” “

- Jayden
                                        
“I saw a fire truck in my house. That’s

             big and they pull out a big hose…”
- Rasheed            

 

                                                                           “We’re listening to the firefighter 
                                                                           showing us his truck. I saw big
                                                                           circles inside the truck. I saw a
                                                                           ladder too.”

- Makayla            
          

“This is the fire truck. I saw 4 ladders inside 
the truck. Two ladders are on each side
and two at the back. The firefighter pulled
the two ladders from the back.”

- Jayden                        “Oh, that’s the pole where you’re gonna
                                                                            go slide down?  - Jayden

                                                                          
                                                                           

“Why you’re not in your uniform?
                                                                            Are you a police officer? I want to be 

                                             Firefighter.” - Rasheed
“The firefighter opened the fire truck
I saw ladders in the truck.”
                         - Melannie              

“The firefighter showed us what’s inside
the fire truck. It got lots of stuff in it. 
There’s a big axe. Am sure it was heavy. 
But they don’t have a fire dog. They’re 
supposed to have one.”
- Zalaunshae
 

               

“
Rasheed: “Are we 
gonna go back to the 
fire station, Ms. 
Evelita?”

Ms. Evelita: “Why do 
you want us to go 
back?”

Rasheed:” Because, it 
was really cool talking 
to the firefighter. And 
the fire station is so 
big. Two fire trucks 
are inside and an 
ambulance. I want 
us to visit again.”

“I draw the police officers and their 
motorcycles. Because they keep us safe. 
They ride with their motorcycles and let 
us cross the street. So cars will not hit us. 
I like to be a police and a fire fighter, too.I 
think they’re gonna help us always.”
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                          Melannie: “Hello! 9-1-1! Rasheed! Turn on the alarm! 
                                         There’s a fire! Ok, we’re coming!”

                       Rasheed: “I’ll put my uniform on and my hat. 
                                          Pull this water hose out, Melannie!”

                                                                                         

Jayden: “There’s an
emergency. Hurrryyyy! 
Put on your gear. I’m 
the chief. Come, follow 
me!”

Karter: “No! I’m the 
chief! Let’s go to the 
fire. We’ll put out the 
fire!”

Saadiq: “I’m the police 
chief! I’ll get the bad 
guys.”

  

                                                                             

Karter: “Jayden, pull the fire truck, fast! The fire is getting bigger. Go this way!”
     
    Melannie: “Where’s the chief? We wait for the chief to tell us what to do.”
     
    Jayden: “Help me pull the fire truck, Melannie.”
 

       

Saadiq: “Khuron is not breathing. We need to help. Firefighters and police 
officers will help people who are sick. Zalaunshae is the doctor. She’s 
gonna give Khuron a shot.”

Karter: “Saadiq, Khuron is not breathing! Put your hands on his chest.”

Zalaunshae: “Everybody put your hands on Khuron and push your hands 
this way. One, two, three, push some more. Stop! He’s breathing now.
Are you alright Khuron? I’ll give you a shot so you’ll really be fine. It’s not 
gonna hurt, you know. You’re fine now, Khuron. Stand up!”
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“The firefighter showed us 
how to put his gear on. 
When he put his mask on it 
made a weird sound.  
Makayla was scared of the 
sound. I wasn’t scared...”  
Rasheed

Khuron: “ I want to be a 
firefighter.”

Ms. Evelita: “What do you 
need to do before you
become a firefighter?”

Arizona: “You pay attention
to your teacher, stop 
playing when it’s circle 
time.”

Kamil: “I want to be a 
firefighter, too!”

Karter: “ No! You can’t be 
firefighter because 
you’re a girl!”

Zalaunshae: “ Girls can be 
f     firefighters, too!”

Khuron: “Ms. Evelita, the
smoke is poisonous, 
that’s why you have to 
put a mask on.”

“I want to be a firefighter. Because 
firefighters save people. When there’s
a fire they drive their fire truck and put out
the fire. They climb up a ladder and another
firefighter will pull out the water hose
and connect it to the fire hydrant. Then
water will come out from the fire
hydrant.”

- Khuron

“I like to drive the fire truck.
Then I like to climb up the 
ladder and to go to the top of
the building. Then I’ll pull out
the hose and put out the 
fire to help people.”

                     - Jordan
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The Mystery of the Food in     
the box    

By: PreK4 Van Ness Otters

It all started in November when we noticed a cardboard box outside of 
our classroom that parents were putting food inside. We started to ask a 
lot of  questions about the box. Follow us on our journey and see what 

happened to the box. 

“Why is there 
a box   with 

food inside?” 
-Bella 

Why do you think there was food in the box?

“Who is the 
food for?” 

-Kevell 

We passed that box of food every day. When we went out 
to recess, the box was there. When we went to specials, 
the box was there. When we went home the box of food 
was still there. Until one day the box of food was... 

Now we had new questions and ideas.

“I think it was stolen. 
Someone tiptoed over 

and took it.” 
-Camryn

“I think the           got 
donated.”
 -Bennett

What do you think happened to the box?

“What does donated mean?”
-Londyn

“It means the food was given to 
other people.”
-Max 

“Why do they need the food?”
-Londyn

“If people are starving and don’t 
have food, they will be hungry.”
-Camryn
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After reading the book Maddi’s Fridge about a 
girl whose family only has milk in her fridge, 

we decided that this is how everyone’s fridge 
should look… FULL. We then thought of 

how we would help people get food. 

“Go to their 
homes and 
give them 

food and then 
come back to 

school.” 
-Kevell

“Share food with 
our neighbors, is 

kind.” -Liam

“We should feed other 
people.” -Traniya

“Maybe we could 
have a bake sale 
and raise money 
for people.” -Bella

From these discussions, we decided to write a 
letter to our principal asking what really 

happened to the box. We also asked if we could 
get a new box and if we could have a bake sale. 

She wrote us back the same day.

“Can we get   
another      box, 

to put food 
inside?” 
-Aubrey

“Did someone 
steal it?” 

-DiMaggio
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Otters’ Bake Sale  

“We took our money from the bake sale and went to our favorite 
store Harris Teeter to buy food to donate to people in our 

community.” -Bella

Since we knew a lot 
about bread making 

and desserts, we 
made a list of items to 
sell at our bake sale, 

including our delicious 
homemade Honey 

Bread.

“For our bake sale 
we had cookies, 
cupcakes, brownies,
 and honey bread.  
We used a lot of flour 
and yeast to make it 
rise. We made a lot 
of money.”

-Camryn

How can you be helpful?

Make sandwiches for 
others in need.

Read books together about 
sharing and find ways to give back 

to the community.

1. Maddi’s Fridge (Lois Brandt)
2. Stone Soup (Heather Forest)
3. Sunbread (Elisa Kleven)
4. The Giving Book (Ellen Sabin)

Host a food drive and 
donate the food to those in 

need. 

Be like the Van Ness Otters:

● Creative

● Compassionate

● Constantly learning

● Caring
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The Signs Are All Around Us
A Project Imagined and Created by Studio 4

A K-2 Classroom at DC Bilingual

“It’s S-T-O-P.” Awa 

“What’s that? That stop 
sign. It’s fell.”  Cindy

“How do we think that sign 
got on the ground?” 

Ms. Bossio

“Someone hit that stop 
sign, down!” Cindy

“Well, now I’m wondering.  
Are signs important? How 

are signs important?”  
Ms. Bossio

In November of 2017, the Studio 4 students and their teachers took a walk 
around their school’s neighborhood, Fort Totten.  They took pictures of things 
they saw that they thought were important.  When they came back to school, 

there was one photo they kept coming back to, again and again.

“ I need your help.  Is it 
true you have been 

learning about signs?  
And did you guys know 

we are going to be 
doing construction on 
our school? And I hear 

you’re the sign experts. I 
want to talk about the 
help I need from you, 

making our construction 
signs. Can you help?”

Mr. John  

The students of Studio 4 looked at, wondered about, and imagined different kind 
of signs over the next few months.   They had visits from Ms. Towles at the public 

library, and Ms. Stacy at Imagination Stage. And in February, something else 
special happened.  Mr. John, the Chief Operating Officer of DC Bilingual, came to 

talk to the students in Studio 4.  He needed their help.  Construction was about to 
begin on the school, and Mr. John wanted Studio 4’s help in keeping the school 

community safe.
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Awa     

     

 

“If there was no signs … 

they might have an 

accident.  So they can 

see the sign and press 

the button. At the same 

time.”  Awa

                               

                      

 

                               

“Keep you 
safe!  Keep 
you body 

safe! Read this 
sign!”
Awa

Awa imagined a stop sign.  The 
stop sign would help people and 

construction trucks know when to 
stop.

Jaidyn “So, Awa mentioned 
pressing a button. Do all 

signs have buttons?” 
Ms. Bossio

“No. Stop sign.” Jaidyn

“A stop sign! Is a stop 
sign important? Tell me 

how?” Ms. Bossio

“Because if the cars 
don’t see the stop sign, 

and a car is beside, going 
this way … they might 

crash.”
    Jaidyn

Jaidyn imagined a stop sign, 
too.  He worked very hard to 

get the hands just right.
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Jonathan

“Everything’s about
signs!” Jonathan

Jonathan loves animals and was thinking 
about how to keep animals safe during 

construction.  He thought a lot about the 
deer that live in the field behind the school, 

and he imagined a deer crossing sign.  

“We should build a red, 
yellow, green sign.  We 
can stop, go slow, move.  
Let’s make lots of signs!  
You do everything about 
signs.”    
                              Jonathan

Dylan
“Well, we should make 

a really big sign so 
people know what’s 
gonna happen, like a 

really HUGE sign, 

about the 
construction and we 

should tell people 
what they mean.” 

Dylan

After thinking long and hard 
for many days, Dylan realized 

that people going into the 
construction zone may need 
reminders about how to stay 

safe.  He imagined a sign 
about the different kinds of 

safety gear people would 
need.
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Ever
  “Well, signs are 

important because 

when people doesn’t 

see signs, they will 

just do what they 

want to do…”

Ever

“Sometimes good 
people… they see the 
signs. And then they 
do it. They know what 
to do.”   Ever

Ever knew that with all kinds of construction 
vehicles around the school, a truck speed 

limit sign was important. [He set the speed 
limit at 4 mph].

 

“You can write this … you can see 

anything about signs. Use signs to look 

at cars. You can finish. You can see 

about signs for we finish.”  Cindy

Cindy

In April 2018, the Studio 4 students completed the safety signs for the DC 
Bilingual construction zone.  The signs will hang in the zone for the next 12 

months, helping to keep the people of DC Bilingual safe.  

Cindy realized that 
that the parking 

lot would be 
bumpy and 

dangerous during 
construction.  She 

imagined a sign 
that would help 
cars and people 

be careful.

 “When the 
construction came 
we need signs so 
the cars do not 
bump them!” 

Cindy
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SOLVING PROBLEMS

The 3 Steps
Sacred Heart School, First Grade

We Listen to Our Corazón,  
We Listen to Each Other
Sacred Heart School, PreK4 



We use The Three Steps to solve problems nicely 
in our classroom. We want all parents, schools, 
and everyone in our city to know about The Three 
Steps because we know they work! If everyone 
used The Three Steps, there wouldn’t be any 
yelling or fighting. If people fixed their problems, 
they would feel better. Our community, and maybe 
even our president, could use them to solve 
problems, too.  

We wrote three puppet plays to show how you, our 
community, and even our world can use the steps. 
We also created flyers to teach you all about them.

Steps

“If DC used 
the Three Steps, 
we would have a 

better, more 
peaceful city.”
- Sacred Heart’s 1st Grade Class

3 
A Way to Tell Others What is True in Your Heart

T he 1. 
How to Do the Three Steps

2. 

3. 
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Play 1: Ourselves

By Darvin, Fernando, Jaqueline, Sammy, Angelina, Jean Carlos, and Joelle

Narrator: The first grade students are at the park for recess. It is a 
chilly but sunny day! Everyone is having fun playing freeze tag. Ellie 
is by herself collecting rocks. 

Ellie: Hmmm, I’m a little bored collecting rocks. I think I’ll go ask to 
play with Carlos. 

Carlos: (Speaking calmly to Jonnie and Fred) You have to follow the 
rules. The rules in freeze tag are the first person you tag, freezes. 
Let’s say someone else is unfrozen, they can touch you and you are 
no longer frozen. If you forget the rules, we can say them again.

Narrator: Carlos, Jonnie and Fred begin to play freeze tag! Fred gets 
tagged and freezes like he is in leapfrog. Carlos jumps over Fred and 
falls! All the boys laugh and keep playing! 

Ellie: (Thinking aloud to the audience) Hmmm...they look like they are 
having fun! I don’t want to interrupt their fun so I’ll just jump into the 
game! 

Narrator: Ellie is so excited that she runs super fast into the game 
and trips Carlos. He doesn’t know it is an accident. He thinks it is on 
purpose.

Carlos: Ellie! You hurt me! I don’t want to play with you! 

Ellie: I think we need to do the three steps.

the end

Carlos: No! I don’t want to do the three steps because it will take 
too long and I want to keep playing!

Jonnie: Carlos, do it. It doesn’t take that long. 

Fred: I’m friends with Ellie, too! If you don’t do it, there will always be 
that problem and then we won’t play because recess is over. 

Carlos: Ok, can we go to our bench to chill out and talk? 

Narrator: Carlos and Ellie walk to the friendship bench. It is a bench 
in the park where friends can stay and try to solve their problems. 

Ellie: I think you said no when I asked to play with you. I feel 
frustrated because you left me out of the game. To feel better, I need 
you to play with me. 

Carlos: Ok, Ellie you can play. I need to do the steps with you too. I 
think you may play too rough. I feel scared that you are going to hurt 
me. To feel better, I need you to promise not to play too rough and be 
careful during the game. 

             Ellie: Ok! Thanks! I won’t play too rough! I’m really happy and   
         excited to get to play!! 

     Narrator: They are all playing together                                      
     and they lived happily ever after! 
     After a few minutes, they line up 
     and leave. 
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Play 2: Our Community

By Remy, Stella, Kennedy, Raquel, Charlie, Joshua, Bryce, Kassie, and Yaretzy

Narrator: Once there were two friends, Jon and Jack, who went for a 
walk in Rock Creek Park for the very first time!

Fact Master: Fact! Rock Creek Park is actually a forest not a park. 

Jon: I really like the creek here! It’s so quiet!

Jack: Ooooh, now I know why it’s called Rock Creek Park! There are a 
lot of rocks in the creek here, too!

Narrator: As they are walking in the park Jack wanted a 
piece of gum. As he was unwrapping the gum, it 
accidentally dropped into a small puddle. 

Jon: (Jon steps in Jack’s gum in the
puddle) Ewww! I think you dropped 
your gum in the puddle.  

Fact Master: Fact! Gum is not 
biodegradable.  Gum will take a 
very long time to change into dirt. 

Jack: Oh, I didn’t drop that gum.

Jon: Yes, you did!

Jack: No, I don’t think so.
That was somebody else.

Jon: Hey Jack, I think we need to go through the three steps….

Jack: Yes, I agree.

Jon: I think you dropped your gum on the floor and didn’t pick it up. I feel 
disappointed because you didn’t pick it up and I don’t think you are being 
honest. To feel better, I need you to please pick it up and say sorry and tell 
the truth.

Jack:  I actually dropped the gum by accident. I’m so sorry for not telling 
the truth. Am I littering? (Picks up the gum.)

Jon: Yes, that is littering. Thanks for telling the truth. 

Narrator: Jon and Jack have a secret handshake, hug, and keep walking in 
the park. As they walk, they see two girls.  One girl is spray painting a tree!

Fact Master: Fact! The chemicals in spray paint could damage the  tree or 
it might be fine. The bark is the tree’s armor, it is something to protect the 
tree. It will take two years for the bark to fall off with the spray paint.

Jill: Hey, look! I’m spray painting us in a big pink and red heart on this tree!

Melissa: I see two boys coming over, can you stop painting for now?

 Narrator: Jill throws the spray paint on the floor and it  
leaks more on the tree and the ground. 

Melissa: Uh oh! We have to clean this up because this is 
littering! 

Jill: No, it’s fine!

     Melissa:  No, it’s not!
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Jon & Jack: Hey, girls, do you guys know about these things called the three 
steps?

Melissa: No, we don’t. Can you show us please? 

Jon: Yes. We will show it to you!

Jack: The first step is to say what happened. You can start with “I think…”

Melissa: I think you were spray painting and you dropped the can on the floor.

Jon: Then you say “I feel...”

Melissa: I feel upset because you were painting the tree and that is not kind 
to the trees.

Jack: The last step is to say “To feel better, I need…”

Melissa: Ok, to feel better, I need you to clean it up.

Fact Master: Fact! If you don’t want to wait two years for the bark to fall off, you    
can use a really powerful hose to wash the chemicals off the tree. This is a lot 
of money, complicated and it could hurt really old and really young trees! 
Narrator: The girls go to the store to buy a really powerful hose. Then they 
hose down the tree.

Jill: Whew! That was too much work! Spray paint doesn’t 
look good on trees. I am never going to spray paint a 
tree again. I learned my lesson! 

Melissa & Jill: Thank you so much for helping us!
Narrator: The parents called the kids, everyone said
goodbye and they went home! 
Fact Master: Fact! We only have one world and we 
all have to help take care of planet earth! 

the end

Play 3: Our World
By Henry, Sasha, Otoniel, James, Isabella, Clarissa, and Ezana

Sophie: Hi, my name is Sophie. I work in the pet store across the street. I 
noticed you were sleeping in a tent. Are you ok?

James: I think I do not have enough money to live. I feel hopeless! To 
feel better, I need some help. I need some money, clothes, food, water, 
house, love, a whole family, and friends.

Sophie: I do not have money, but I can teach you how to take care of 
pets. If you take care of pets and earn money, then you  can buy all the 
food and clothes  that you need. 

James: Yes! I would love to take care of pets. I like working with fish, 
cheetahs, kittens, penguins, orca whales, lizards, hamsters, puppies, 
birds, and rats.

Sophie: That’s perfect! I’ve been looking for a new friend 
and helper! Thank you! It is time for lunch. We can eat 
together. My friend, who I call Grandpa, wants to eat 
lunch with us, too.

Grandpa: Hi, James. My name is Grandpa. 

James: Hi, Grandpa. Sophie gave me a job to 
help me buy food and clothes but I do not think 
I have enough money to get a house.  I’m happy 
to have a friend but I still feel upset. To feel 
better, I need a house, love, and a whole family. 

Grandpa: I don’t have a house, but I can be your 
family! My family lives far away and I have been 
a little lonely. It will be nice to have family close 
by! I can be like your Grandpa. We can go to fun 
places like parks and museums and pet stores 
and movies annnnd…Chuck-E-Cheese!!
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Grandpa: I have an idea! To get money to buy a house, you should do the 
3-steps with the King! He can help you. I will introduce you. 

James: The king will not help me. He is a bad king.

Grandpa: He’s not a bad king. I think he just forgot about the poor. I will take 
you to the castle and we can talk to him. 

James: (James speaks to the king in a nice, fancy voice and Sophie curtsies) 
Greetings, Your Majesty! I think you are not paying attention to what people 
need. I do not have enough money to buy a house. I feel better now that I 
have a family, a friend and a job, but I’m still a little sad. To feel better, I need 
some help. I need some money to buy a house. 

King: I’m sorry for not paying attention. I have some money and gold coins. I 
will share them with you and with all of the other poor people. I think I will feel 
happier now that I’m nicer. Remember, we are all just normal people.

James: Thank you, King! Thank you for helping the poor! I will go and tell the 
other people to go to the king and get some money.

King: Good. I’m going to go to the world and give all the poor people money. 
Not fake money, real money. Everyone will get $99 and 20 gold coins. They 
will all be rich! 

James: I’m so happy now! Sophie helped me to learn how to work with 
animals, Grandpa became my family, and the king gave me money 
for a house and food. All I had to do was ask nicely. Thanks 
everybody!

Sophie: Thanks! When we all share what we have, 
everyone feels happy!

the end Watch our Three Steps plays at 
https://vimeo.com/260560341

Need help using the steps? Email
 us at threestepshelp@gmail.com

We like to help! 

Ready to try The 3 Steps? 
Here are a Few More 

Expert Tips! 

Try to calm down 
before 

doing the steps. 

Don’t yell because it 
could get worse. 

If you’re hurt, don’t do 
the steps and tell an 

adult right away!

Be honest.

Tell them what kind 
of bad you feel. 

Listen. 
Please don’t walk away. 
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Then, we asked our                                      
Kindergarten friends to                                                
help us with our                                           
investigation. That’s                                               
when they showed us                                                                   
something very special:                                            
a story they had written                                      
together when they were                                       
in PreK4! Their story is about two                             
friends, Mr. B and Mr. C, working                      
together to make their dream come true:                                           
to build a monument for the children of DC!

This is how we used our hearts to find our 
story.  In the end, we are happy to say that 
we have one big answer to our big questions: 
when you’re kind to everyone and use your 
words with everyone, you can really help 
others; even grown ups. That is what good 
Amigos do and what makes our Corazón big. 

We were so excited by our Kindergarten friends’ story (because we                                             
were beginning to understand what working together meant and                                            
because we love letters!) that our imaginations began to run wild.                                              
What if Mr. B and Mr. C met two new letter friends, Mr. O                                            
the Cheerio and Mr. V the Volcano, and together they went                                                    
on adventures and learned about the power of kindness? 
With this question we welcomed our two new letter friends into our classroom                                           
investigation.  They even came with us on field trips so they could see everything 
we saw and learn everything we did, too. 

We listen to Our 
Corazón, We listen to 
Each Other  
Since the beginning of the school year, we have been very interested in one thing in 
Sacred Heart’s PreK4 classroom: problem solving!  We wondered: why do friends fight? 
How can we fix this?  We had so many questions but not a lot of answers. We decided 
to start by collecting advice from some very important people in Washington, DC: 
firemen, policemen, construction workers, and bus drivers. 

We hold hands, we use our words. Porque that is 
what makes our Corazón big.

But how -- they thought -- can We build a monument alone? 

Mr. B and Mr. C are two very 
friendly letters who love to learn about 
their city, Washington, DC. They love their 
city and all its beautiful monuments, but 
there’s one thing missing that DC really, 
really needs: a monument for the children!

This is an emergency, thought Mr. B and Mr. C.. 

- Wait, wait. I got it! said Mr. C. 
-Let’s get our walkie-talkies to call our 
best, best Amigos: Mr. O the 
Cheerio and Mr. V the Volcano!

We need help. We need a solution! And 
there is no time for distractions! 

Mr. O and Mr. V are two letters who know a 
lot of important things about Washington, DC.

They explore their city with 
maps. They are inventors          
of houses and they know all   
         about building. 
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By that time, Mr. V the Volcano 
had heard all the ringing noise, and 
stood in front of Mr. O the 
Cheerio huffing and puffing. 

At that moment, Mr. O the Cheerio, while he 
is munching on his cheerios, hears the walkie talkie 
start to ring: riing riiiiing riiiing riiiiinnnnng. 

Hello, Hello! Mi Amigo! replied Mr. B from 
the other side of the staticky Walkie-talkie. 

Arrrrg! I wanted to get the walkie-talkie and 
now I’m mad, complained Mr. V the  
Volcano, stomping his feet. 

As quickly as he could (and with his mouth 
FILLED with cheerios) he said: Si? Hola?

But Mr. O the Cheerio did not hear anything 
because of his loud cheerio-munching. And again, 
       the callers said: 

Yes, Hello. Who is this? said Mr. O.

- ITS MR. B AND MR. C 
FROM WASHINGTON, DC !!

Then, Mr. O turned off the 
walkie-talkie and suddenly started 
wiggling his rounded cheerio body to a 
jumping-dance-baile!

Mr. V, guess what?! Said Mr. O, 
jumping in the air. 

But Mr. O the Cheerio did not pay 
attention to Mr. V. He was listening to 
the voice of the walkie-talkie. That is why 
you have to focus to really really listen.

And... - he added with a long pause - 
they need help, Mr. V. Are you 

listening? They need OUR help!! 

(He did this ONLY when his Heart 
was feeling Feliz) 

Mr. B and Mr C from 
Washington, DC, want to build a 
Monument for the Children of DC! 
Mr. O said in a feliz-loud voice 
while jumping-bailando in the air. 

- Now, Mr. V’s Heart was surely feeling muy muy FELIZ!
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That is why their Heart was feeling very 
very Feliz. Pero, some things made the 
Corazón of Mr. O and Mr. V not 
Feliz at all. 

Together, holding hands, Mr. O and Mr. V wiggling-dancing and 
skipping-bailando went  

When Mr. O and Mr. V don’t take turns 
in the playground. They always want to be 
first. Todo el tiempo!

Como the big people, that 
even argue all the day, 

When Mr. O does not share his cheerios. 

When Mr. V does not use words, only 
explodes como un grande Volcano.

This is how the 
Corazón of Mr. O 
and Mr. V does not feel 
nada Feliz. 

and don’t hear anything the 
little people are saying.

to help their amigos, 
Mr. B and Mr. C 
from Washington, DC

That is why Mr. O and Mr. V escape the alphabet, because 
they don’t know the solution to the problems with other 
letters-amigos. 

Because the letter A, of Germany 
and Mexico, was always bothering, 

molestando, all the time! saying: 
“AARGG AAGR AAA!!!”  

Mr. O the Cheerio 
escaped the alphabet of 
Mexico, where his familia 
lives. 

Mr.V the volcano escaped 
the alphabet of Germany, where 
his abuelos live. But now he lives 
in Germantown. 

One day, jueves 31 de Diciembre, 
Mr. O and Mr. V made a new 
Amigo that showed them 
everything about solving problems 
with Amigos.

His name is H, La Caracola, a yellow sparkly-orange 
golden snail.
Gold like the gold on 
Christmas wrapping paper. 

Gold color like the crowns of the princess 
and kings or the money of the pirate 
treasures. 
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That is why his name is H from the word Hola. And, he 
gets a feliz smile when people and other fish say: 

Hola Hola Caracola! 

H is NOT cute. He is NOT a baby. He is like 
big people. He knows a lot of things. 

H la Caracola is a snail that lives in 
Washington, DC, in a house that has water inside. 

H la Caracola uses his words to 
find solutions to problems. He never 
uses loud-bad words to other people 
or other fish and snails.

H la Caracola does not push.   
H la Caracola does not scream.. 
H la caracola helps everyone and, 
even says Hola to everyone.  

H la Caracola is like a big heart. Like 
all the big people that have a big Heart. 

And the Policias that 
work together as a 
team. That is why they 
get everything done.  
AND the Bomberos, 
 

And Teachers that have star-eyes ✴ ✴  that 
means they are special, and they help children 
learn all the things they don’t know. 

who are the saviors of the 
world! Also the bomberos-girls 
who eat vegetables to help 
the bomberos-boys carry heavy 
things.

Even if you feel hot inside, 
like a volcano little people 
like Mr. O and Mr. V 
learn to use words and 
hold hands to help all the 
people of all the world. 

H says little people also help others 
with a lot of things, even if you don’t 
like vegetables! 

Because that’s what makes our 

Corazón big. 

✴ ✴ ✴
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UNFOLDING STORIES

I See...An Airplane’s Flight from DC  
and Back Again!
J.O. Wilson Elementary School, 
PreK3

Wild Washington, DC:  
A Collection of Animal Stories
DC Bilingual Public Charter School, 
First Grade 



I See… An Airplane’s Flight From DC and Back Again 
Inspired by a study of transportation 

Written and Illustrated by J.O. Wilson’s Preschool Pandas 
 
 I live at the airport in Washington, DC I 

fly over my city and, when I look  
 

            
 
 
 
 
 
I see rowhouses, the Capitol, Nationals Park, and Union Station. I 
see cars, the Streetcar, trains, taxis, buses, and other airplanes.  

I am an 
airplane. 

I see people in their houses, taking care of their gardens, 
feeding their dogs, and making art. They go to work and school, 
play sports, and go to the playground. At night, the city is dark 
and the people sleep. 

Whil
e t

he 
peo

ple
 sl

eep
, I 

kee
p f

lyi
ng

!  
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Sometimes I fly  
 

I fly all over 
the world! 

to New York. 
I see subway 
stops and 
skyscrapers. 
My favorite 

is the 
Empire 
State 
Building. 

 
Sometimes I fly  
 
  

 
                    

                         to Florida.  
 

I see palm trees, pools, 
and boats on 
the ocean.  
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Sometimes I take a longer trip. I fly        to Mumbai, 
India, to see tuk-tuks and Diwali fireworks.  

 

 

 

 

Or I fly             the other  
way to Port Townsend,  
Washington, to see the ferry.  

       
    When I fly   London I see the 

London Eye, Big Ben, the London 
Bridge, double decker buses, and tube 
stops.  

	 Everywhere I 
go I see people 
in their cities! 
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After my travels, I come back  
home to my Washington,  
DC, family.  
 
I see the people of my city and  
their houses on the ground. I see all  
the familiar buildings below.  
 
I feel happy to be home, to rest from all that flying. I feel happy, 

too, to remember my trips, seeing new things and 
new people in new cities, and spending 

time in the air. I love flying!  
 
Maybe we will meet 
someday in the air or 
in your city!  

	

About the authors and illustrators 
 
The Pandas, twelve 3-and-4 year old children who live and go to school in Washington, 

DC became curious about transportation in and around their city. Whenever someone talked 
about a new or special place, they would ask, “How did you get there?” The Pandas started 
interviewing grown-ups to find out how they moved around DC. They observed the 
transportation that passed their playground and classroom window. They even took a 
streetcar to Union Station, where they got a view of their city from the top of a double 
decker bus. 

They learned so much about transportation that they wanted to share their new 
knowledge with other children. Ms. Diane, a teacher from the National Air and Space 
Museum, Ms. Annie, the local librarian, and Bridget, a book agent, encouraged the Pandas to 
write, edit, and publish a story. So, the Pandas decided to write and illustrate I See… An 
Airplane’s Flight From D.C. and Back Again. Some children also worked as photographers.  

When the Pandas are not writing and illustrating books, they love to make art, hug 
their families, play with their pets, ride all DC’s transportation, and go to special places 
around the city. Some of their favorites include Union Station, the playground, and the 
grocery store. 

If you would like to write your own book, the Pandas encourage you to think of an 
idea, write the words, and draw the pictures to match! You can make your story on the 
computer or with paper. You can ask grown-ups (like your mom, dad, teacher, or librarian) or 
experts for help with research. You can also look on the Internet or in a book. If you need 
help, you can reach out to the Pandas at PandasJOW@gmail.com. 
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Wild Washington, DC: 
A collection of animal 

stories
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One day, Xymphonie saw a raccoon climbing up her chimney. The raccoon climbed 
down the inside of her chimney and made its way to her trash. It was Winter and she 
was cold, so she went back inside. She saw… A RACCOON eating the trash! Xymphonie 

had a collection of acorns in her room. She knew that raccoons eat nuts, so she 
made a trail that led to the outside of her house. The raccoon saw them and was 

eating and eating the nuts until it got out. The raccoon ran out of the house. She 
locked the door. Then the raccoon tried to go back into the house, but it couldn’t. So 

it made a den inside of a boy’s roof. THE END

One day a police officer named Michelle was driving her car around DC Bilingual. 
Then, she saw a bad guy. He was speeding. He was going 100 mph. She saw he had a sack full of 

money--13 bags of money! Then she saw a deer and accidentally ran over the deer with her car. 
Officer Michelle opened the car door and said, “OH NO!” Then she called the dead animal 

collectors. She dialed 202-576-9000. The dead animal collectors came really fast. They used 
gloves to pick up the deer because it was so big. They picked up the deer and put it in the 

refrigerator truck. Then, they put the deer in another refrigerated area. Then the dead animal 
collectors came back for an apology from Officer Michelle. She said, “Sorry! I wasn’t paying 
attention to the deer. Instead I was paying attention to the bad guy. I was chasing the bad 
guy and going really fast.” Richard Bowe, the dead animal collector, said, “It’s okay.” Then 

she said, “Bye Bye, I gotta go catch my bad guy.” skkrrrrrr. The dead animal collector left and 
then… Officer Michelle caught her bad guy. The bad guy gave her the money. She went to court. 
The judge sided with her. The judge thought about how many years the bad guy should be in jail. 

Michelle gave the money to the bank. Her mission was 
    accomplished. THE END!
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Madason and the Deer
By: McKenzie, Esperanza, Krystel, Emily, Emely, Tabitha

The fawn took her bowl of salad and 
ran far away to Rosa’s backyard and 
started eating Madason’s salad. 

One day Madason was exploring the forest. Later, she was hungry 
and then she remembered that she had a salad for lunch in her 
backpack. She saw a fawn (a baby deer) that walked up to her.

Then Rosa saw the deer from 
her window and said, “OH NO! 
A deer is in my backyard.” So 
Rosa went to her room and got 
some leaves that she collected. 

Suddenly, she heard a car coming and the 
deer stared at the car. The car slipped and 
couldn’t stop and almost ran over the 
deer! 

She made a trail that led the deer to the outside of her 
backyard. The deer followed the trail, 
     and it led to the woods.

/  196  /  DC Bilingual Public Charter School  /  First Grade First Grade  /  DC Bilingual Public Charter School  /  197  /
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SKUNKS
By: jory

One day a skunk was
 in the woods in 
Washington, DC. 

He saw an eagle!
The eagle tried to 

eat the skunk. 
The skunk scratched the ground and stomped 

its feet. But the eagle wasn’t afraid of the 

skunk and the skunk made its body 
in the shape of a U. 

Then… sprayed his 

disgusting smell 

(musk).

And the eagle 
flew away but it 
crashed into a 
tree because it 
couldn’t see.

The skunk 
went to its 

home. 
The end.
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 Skunk
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YOUR OWN  
CHAPTER

Use the following pages to continue  
exploring Washington, DC, through  
writing and drawing. 
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“Don’t talk to strangers.” This message, often given to young children  

about their fellow citizens, is problematic in a democracy that depends 

on communicating and working with people we don’t know. Not only are 

young children able to talk to people they don’t know, the messages they 

share can offer new insights and perspectives on our communities. We  

believe that children are not just future or hypothetical citizens—rather, they 

are citizens in the here and now, with the right to express their opinions and participate in the civic and cultural life of their 

cities. As the world becomes increasingly connected and interdependent, knowledge of oneself as an individual learner and 

as a member of a community becomes more important. People need to be able to listen to one another, to work together to 

identify and solve problems, and to acknowledge and respect diverse points of view. When children grow up in a culture that 

supports their thinking, feeling,  and acting in groups, they are more likely to participate in democracy as informed and caring 

citizens — citizens who know how to talk to and work with strangers.

 

This book is a wonderful example of young children sharing their ideas and talking to strangers. It is the fruit of a project 

called Children Are Citizens: Children and Teachers Collaborating Across Washington, DC. Members of the project include  

children, teachers, and administrators from schools and an early learning center across the city, as well as educators from  

cultural institution partners. The idea originated at Project Zero, a research group at the Harvard University Graduate  

School of Education.

 

This is the third time a group of DC educators has worked together on a Children Are Citizens project. This cohort has met 

in monthly seminars since September 2017 to learn from and with one another about creating compelling curriculum that 

connects children with their city. Initially adults listened to what children were most fascinated by in DC — trees, animals, 

firefighters, fountains, parks, statues, and transportation, among other topics. Next, teachers helped children research these 

topics of interest. They helped children formulate questions and develop theories about the topics.

 

The children talked, wrote, drew, played, improvised, told stories, and created three-dimensional models about their ideas. 

Teachers, children, and families took field trips around the city, and educators from a variety of institutions came to the 

schools to support the children’s research. Children shared their work, questions, and feedback across neighborhoods  

and across schools; they became part of something bigger than themselves.

 

The children learned a great deal. They discovered that making aesthetic decisions about their book pages required them 

to use their mathematical skills (e.g., planning how to include their most important ideas in the eight pages allotted to their 

class) and literacy skills (e.g., using new vocabulary to explain their ideas, and figuring out how to convey their thoughts in 

words and images). They learned that the world is much bigger than their immediate neighborhoods — bigger than just the 

streets they walk on and the people they see every day. And they learned they can use their imaginations to envision new 

possibilities for the city. In the process, the children met a host of strangers — fellow citizens — whom they got to know and 

learn from: artists, activists, educators, arborists, firefighters, street car drivers, jurists, librarians, fellow students, and bakers. 
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These included but were not limited to:

 

• Josh Hamlett, Karen Towles, and Anne Lyon, DC public librarians, who showed children that books can be a  

valuable tool for learning;

• Merrick Garland, the chief judge of the US Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, who introduced  

children to our National Parks;

• David Hess, the creator of the Waterline sculpture, who shared his knowledge about Canal Park;

• Danyelle Dykes, John Fowler, and Samantha Claybon of the Carter G. Woodson Home Historic Site, who shared  

details of the life of tone of the first scholars of African American History;

• Lee Coykendall of the U.S. Botanic Garden, who helped children learn about the trees of their city;

• Father Moses, parish priest of Sacred Heart Church, who supported children’s exploration of conflict resolution;

• Linda Moore, the founder of E. W. Stokes Community Freedom Public Charter School, who demonstrated the  

importance of caring for members of our community; and

• George Dean, Fire/EMS chief, who shared aspects of his work.

 

These relationships enriched the children’s investigations. They also enriched the lives of the community members involved, 

who learned, among other things, that Lincoln Park is a national park, that young children know a lot about DC, and that  

children are curious to learn more. The adults also learned how dedicated DC teachers are to their students.

 

Our thanks to Fight for Children for their generous support of this project. We are grateful to the school administrators  

for their time and support of their teachers’ and children’s learning. Enormous thanks to the skilled educators from the five 

cultural institution partners for their support of this project: Joanne Seelig and Stacy Steyaert, Imagination Stage; Andrew 

Costanzo and Allison Pagliaro, National Building Museum; Diane Kidd, National Air & Space Museum (Smithsonian); Wendy 

Lukehart, DC Public Library; and Nathalie Ryan and Chris Rusinko, National Gallery of Art. The National Gallery of Art has  

been an incredibly generous host of the Family Day and has published this book.

We want to acknowledge the invaluable support of the mentors in the project – Georgina Ardalan, Rebecca Courouble,  

Kristen Gnau, Kristen Kullberg, Jere Lorenzen-Strait, Maru Ramirez, Margaret Ricks, Jodi Bossio Smith, and Terry Thomas – as 

well as two outstanding art teachers who supported the teachers in their school: Monica Cohen from Van Ness ES and  

Terry Thomas from Seaton ES.

Special thanks to this year’s seminar facilitators, Jere Lorenzen-Strait and Margaret Ricks, and our book’s editorial board, 

including Nathalie Ryan and Julia Rodriguez Carrillo. A special shout out to Chris Rusinko for his graphic design expertise and 

patient guidance throughout the project. Thanks to Danielle Allen of Project Zero for her provocative and important book 

Talking to Strangers. Most of all, we thank the teachers of the Children Are Citizens project for their dedication to children, 

democracy, and the city.  

 

Ben Mardell and Mara Krechevsky
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Children Are Citizens: “There Is  
Only One Washington, DC!”


